Client: The Sutton Trust Yellow News
Source: Jersey Evening Post (Main)
Date: 07 July 2017

Page: 10

Reach: 15286

Size: 58cm2

Value: 245.92

Arguing in
class good
for grades,
says study

ENCOURAGING pupils to argue and de-
bate in class can help boost their results
in English, maths and science, according
to research.

Getting primary school children to ex-
plain their answers and reason with their
classmates can help youngsters make more
progress in these core subjects, it suggests.

A total of 78 primary schools in Eng-
land with higher-than-average numbers of
poorer children took part in the trial of
‘dialogic teaching’, published by the Edy-

Around 2,500 nine and ten-year-olds
were given lessons in which they were
encouraged to explain their answers and
reasoning, and to debate, discuss and ar-
gue with others about them.

This was done using methods such as
teachers asking open questions and en-
couraging youngsters to do more than sim-
ply state an answer.

An independent evaluation of the initi-
ative found that the youngsters who took
part made on average two months more
progress in English and science than a
similar group of pupils who did not take
part - the control group.

In addition, poorer youngsters who took
part in the programme made two months
more progress in maths, while, in general,
the children who took part made around a
month’s more progress in the subject than
the control group.

Children in both groups were tested in
each of the subjects before and after the
programme.
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