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Early and Primary Education: a statement by the National Association for Primary Education

We, as individuals and organisations with a wide range of qualifications, expertise and experience in primary education, wish to:

· raise deep concerns about whether current policies are in the best interests of young children; and

· identify important aspects of which politicians, of any party, and policy-makers should take note if young children are to be well educated for life, both as they are now and for a world of constant change.

We believe that the primary years are a vital time in how children develop as human beings, not only in academic, but spiritual, moral, social, cultural, emotional and other, dimensions. Nurturing all of these, and the qualities to cope confidently and thoughtfully with change and uncertainty, is essential for the complex world in which children live and grow up. Too frequently, the full range of young children’s abilities is neither recognised nor developed in schools. Doing so requires creative and flexible teachers in environments where relationships of care, trust and challenge are created and learning is active, engaging and introduced in a meaningful context. For teachers of young children to create such environments and work in partnership with other adults is particularly important. The relatively small size of most primary schools means this is possible, and often done very well. However, there are distinctive challenges in how schools develop the capacity and teachers acquire the broad range of knowledge both of child development and different subject areas which is needed.

We are concerned that:

· too often primary education is seen mainly as a preparation for secondary school and judged simply, if not solely, on results in tests of literacy and numeracy;

· the current focus on ‘standards’ means that there is insufficient emphasis on the education of the whole child, with the curriculum too narrowly focussed on skills in literacy and numeracy at the expense of breadth and balance, and the humanities and the arts in particular;

· assessment and accountability mechanisms re-inforce these trends, with excessive emphasis on targets, tests and a model of inspection which creates fear and compliance rather than confidence and creativity;

· successive governments have neither trusted teachers sufficiently nor provided the coherent, sustained framework, both in initial teacher education and in the years following qualification, for teachers to develop the varied range of professional knowledge and judgement needed to teach young children; and

· change has been so frequent that there has often been insufficient time and support for headteachers and teachers to incorporate such changes into their planning and practice in ways which meet the needs of children and teachers.
see over 
We therefore call for all politicians of all parties and policy makers to;

· recognise the distinctive needs of young children, the teachers who teach them and the schools in which they are taught;

· formulate, and apply, policies in ways which encourage headteachers and teachers to provide a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum;

· reduce significantly the amount of testing of children in the primary years;

· ensure that the inspection system becomes, and is seen as, less punitive and more developmental;

· place more trust in teachers’ judgement and provide more coherent, planned opportunities for professional development;

· avoid frequent change to the curriculum and to school structures, so that headteachers and teachers can concentrate on meeting the varying needs of the children in their care.

This statement is supported by the following organisations all of which are closely concerned with the development of high quality Early and Primary education.
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