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Kids' reading age same as in
1950s

Half a billion pounds spent on raising standards in primary

schools has had "almost no impact" on children's reading skills,

Professor Peter Tymms, of Durham University, claimed today.

The Primary Review, which included reports from Durham University,
also said the drive to improve literacy levels has left pupils feeling
stressed about tests and losing their love of books.

Researchers warned that despite massive Government funding,
reading standards had barely improved since the 1950s.
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The study said the apparently dramatic rise in primary school test
results in the last decade vastly overstated the true scale of
improvements.

It claimed the curriculum was being narrowed as teachers
concentrated on preparing pupils for tests.

Academics called for a major overhaul of the primary school testing
regime and warned the system could be giving children the wrong
grades.

Schools minister Andrew Adonis defended the Government's education
record.
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download full editions of the

newspaper to read offline.

Search for Sunderland Echo in

your Android or iOS app store

today. Newspaper subscribers get

free unlimited access to the app.

Newsletter sign up

Your email sign up

Local news on the move

Keep up to date with all the latest

local news on your iPhone or

Android phone with our mobile

site. Visit this website on your

mobile to start enjoying it on the

move.

Contact us

If you wish, you can contact us using

any of the methods below.

Echo House

Pennywell

Sunderland

England

Tyne & Wear

SR4 9ER

Email: echo.news@northeast-

press.co.uk

Telephone: 0191 501 5800
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Conditions Site © 2014 Johnston Publishing Ltd.

This website and its associated newspaper adheres to the Press Complaints Commission’s Code of Practice. If

you have a complaint about editorial content which relates to inaccuracy or intrusion, then contact the Editor

by clicking here.

If you remain dissatisfied with the response provided then you can contact the PCC by clicking here.

Sunderland Echo provides news, events and sport features from the Sunderland area. For the best up to date

information relating to Sunderland and the surrounding areas visit us at Sunderland Echo regularly or

bookmark this page.
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