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(Reuters) - The government has spent half a billion pounds in a

failed attempt to boost reading standards in primary schools in

England, an academic report said on Friday.

The independent study said the government's National Literacy Strategy had cost 553

million pounds in the seven years to 2005 but had had "almost no impact" on reading

levels.

"In essence, standards have remained constant," said Durham University Professor of

Education Peter Tymms in the report, part of the largest review of primary education for 40

years.

"Standards of reading have remained more or less the same over a very long time -- since

the 1950s," he said in a study of existing research for the Cambridge University-based

Primary Review.

The newly-elected Labour government launched the National Literacy Strategy in 1998 as

one of the pillars of Prime Minister Tony Blair's mantra of "education, education,

education".

The programme introduced the daily "Literacy hour" to primary schools and has been
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credited by the government with increasing the number of 11-year-olds reaching the

expected Level 4 reading standard.

National test results rose strongly up to 2000 before flattening out in recent years but

Tymms said there had been little actual improvement overall when measured against

objective standards.

He said studies, including his own, had shown the rise in results was misleading and

exaggerated the changes in pupils' actual attainment.

The literacy strategy had also been distorted by the pressure on schools to hit government

performance goals, with less able pupils falling behind.

"Resources and effort were targeted at those pupils who were within range of achieving a

Level 4 because that is the standard by which the success of schools was judged," he said.

"A clearer focus on those who have serious difficulty with reading would have made sense."

The Conservatives said the government should have concentrated on tried and tested

teaching methods.

"Millions of pounds have been spent on education but we haven't seen the improvements to

match," said Conservative Schools Spokesman Nick Gibb.

Schools Minister Andrew Adonis rejected the criticism, saying that primary reading

standards were at their highest ever levels.

"This is not an opinion -- it is fact," he said. "2007 results in reading show that 84 percent of

11-year-olds achieved the expected level -- up 17 percentage points since 1997."

"In recent years there have been unambiguous rises in results using standardised tests. It is
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only since National Curriculum tests were introduced that there is a solid basis of evidence

showing improvement on a consistent basis."

 (?)

LEAKED: Apple's Next Smart Device  Motley
Fool

Secrets of History's Best Investors:
Complimentary Report  Validea Capital

Self Study Guide to Hedging with Grain and
Oilseed Futures and Options  ADM Investor
Services
Don't buy a stock unless Zacks says it's a
Strong Buy  Zacks

Your 401(k) isn't growing as fast as it should -
here's why  Mint 2012

Sponsored Financial ContentMore From Reuters

Taliban hideouts revealed as Pakistan
army seizes militant redoubt  | 11 Jul

Israeli commandos clash with Hamas
gunmen in Gaza raid  | 12 Jul

Ukraine scrambles fighter jets above rebel
positions as missile attack resumes  | 12 Jul

Taliban debate merits of Islamic State's
caliphate announcement  | 11 Jul

Aerospace jamboree on tenterhooks over
F-35 fighter, Airbus jet revamp  | 12 Jul

From The Web by TaboolaSponsored Content

Warren Buffett Reveals
How Anyone With $40 …
The Motley Fool

Facebook Exec's
Message to 2014 Grad…
Dell

What is MS and what
are the symptoms?
Healthination

5 Highest-Paid Soccer
Players At The World …
Bankrate

http://www.bankrate.com/lite/celebrity-money/highest-paid-soccer-players-world-cup-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_bankslide&ic_id=tb_11042
http://www.bankrate.com/lite/celebrity-money/highest-paid-soccer-players-world-cup-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_bankslide&ic_id=tb_11042
http://landing-fp.healthination.com/true-champions/multiple-sclerosis.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=TrueChampionsMS&utm_term=reuters-reutersuk
http://landing-fp.healthination.com/true-champions/multiple-sclerosis.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=TrueChampionsMS&utm_term=reuters-reutersuk
http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/12309-203463-51118-0?DURL=http%3A%2F%2Ftechpageone.dell.com%2Fbusiness%2Fleadership%2Fwhat-tech-leaders-are-telling-2014-graduates%2F
http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/12309-203463-51118-0?DURL=http%3A%2F%2Ftechpageone.dell.com%2Fbusiness%2Fleadership%2Fwhat-tech-leaders-are-telling-2014-graduates%2F
http://www.fool.com/ecap/the_motley_fool/homerun-warren-buffett-tells-you-how-to-turn-40-2/?paid=7283&psource=esatab7410860008&waid=7284&wsource=esatabwdg0860008
http://www.fool.com/ecap/the_motley_fool/homerun-warren-buffett-tells-you-how-to-turn-40-2/?paid=7283&psource=esatab7410860008&waid=7284&wsource=esatabwdg0860008
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reutersuk&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reutersuk&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/12/uk-airshow-britain-idUKKBN0FH0AW20140712
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/11/uk-syria-crisis-pakistan-idUKKBN0FG11420140711
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/12/uk-ukraine-crisis-idUKKBN0FH09520140712
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/13/uk-palestinians-israel-idUKKBN0FI04D20140713
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/11/uk-pakistan-security-idUKKBN0FG0XP20140711
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://www.reutersreprints.com/
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=uk.reuters.com&placement=like_plugin&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2007%2F11%2F02%2Fuk-britain-education-idUKL012052620071102&extra_2=US
http://uk.reuters.com/news/uk
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fuk.reuters.com%2farticle%2f2007%2f11%2f02%2fuk-britain-education-idUKL012052620071102&id=ma-140717092826-1eccc063
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Comments (0)

This discussion is now closed. We welcome comments on our articles for a
limited period after their publication.

 Back to top

Reuters.com Business Markets World Politics Technology Opinion Money Pictures Videos Site Index Mobile Reuters Toolbar

Legal Bankruptcy Law California Legal New  York Legal Securities Law

Support & Contact Support Corrections

Account Information Register Sign In

Connect w ith Reuters Tw itter  Facebook  LinkedIn  RSS  New sletters

About Privacy Policy Terms of Use Copyright

Thomsonreuters.com

7 Credit Cards You
Should Not Ignore If Yo…
Next Advisor

10 Signs Your Child May
Have ADHD
Health Central

Top 10 All-Inclusive
Resorts To Visit Befor…
TripCurator

5 Ingredients, 1
Delicious Meal
Ready, Set, Eat!

http://www.readyseteat.com/recipes-Beef-and-Potato-Skillet-5257.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=taboola
http://www.readyseteat.com/recipes-Beef-and-Potato-Skillet-5257.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=taboola
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=reuters-reutersuk&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=reuters-reutersuk&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://www.healthcentral.com/adhd/cf/slideshows/10-signs-of-adhd-in-children?ap=104
http://www.healthcentral.com/adhd/cf/slideshows/10-signs-of-adhd-in-children?ap=104
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2013/11/06/top-7-credit-card-offers-for-those-with-excellent-credit/?kw=tbla_top74_23v&&site=reuters-reutersuk
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2013/11/06/top-7-credit-card-offers-for-those-with-excellent-credit/?kw=tbla_top74_23v&&site=reuters-reutersuk
http://thomsonreuters.com/
http://onesource.thomsonreuters.com/
http://west.thomson.com/westlawnext/default.aspx
http://www.accelus.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/financial_products/a-z/elektron/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/eikon/
http://thomsonreuters.com/copyright/
http://uk.reuters.com/terms-of-use
http://uk.reuters.com/privacy-policy
https://commerce.uk.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://uk.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.linkedin.com/today/reuters.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Reuters-UK/208314602512037
http://twitter.com/#!/reuters_co_uk
https://commerce.uk.reuters.com/login/pages/login/portfolioLogin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2007%2F11%2F02%2Fuk-britain-education-idUKL012052620071102
https://commerce.uk.reuters.com/registration/pages/registration/begin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2007%2F11%2F02%2Fuk-britain-education-idUKL012052620071102
http://reuters.zendesk.com/anonymous_requests/new
http://reuters.zendesk.com/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/Securities/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/NY/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/CA/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/Bankruptcy/
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/Legal/
http://uk.reuters.com/tools/toolbar
http://uk.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://uk.reuters.com/assets/siteindex
http://uk.reuters.com/news/video
http://uk.reuters.com/news/pictures
http://uk.reuters.com/business/personalFinance
http://blogs.reuters.com/us/
http://uk.reuters.com/news/technology
http://uk.reuters.com/news/politics
http://uk.reuters.com/news/world
http://uk.reuters.com/business/markets
http://uk.reuters.com/business
http://uk.reuters.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fuk.reuters.com%2farticle%2f2007%2f11%2f02%2fuk-britain-education-idUKL012052620071102&id=ma-140717092826-1eccc063
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Our Flagship f inancial
information platform
incorporating Reuters
Insider

An ultra-low  latency
infrastructure for
electronic trading and
data distribution

A connected approach
to governance, risk and
compliance

Our next generation
legal research platform

Our global tax
w orkstation

About Thomson Reuters

Investor Relations

Careers

Contact Us

 

Thomson Reu ters is the world's largest international  mu ltimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, bu siness news, technology news, headl ine news, smal l  bu siness

news, news alerts, personal  finance, stock market, and mu tu al  fu nds information avai lable on Reu ters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reu ters

jou rnal ists are su bject to an Editorial  Handbook which  requ ires fair presentation and disclosu re of relevant interests.

N Y SE and A MEX qu otes delayed by at least 20 minu tes. N asdaq delayed by at least 15 minu tes. For a complete l ist of exchanges and delays, please cl ick here.

 Login or register Latest from
My Wire

About Cookies on this site:

Our site uses cookies and other technologies so that we, and our partners, can remember you and understand
how you and other visitors use our site. Read more about cookies and similar technologies here. To see a
complete list of the companies that use these cookies and technologies and to tell us whether or not they can be
used on your device, access our Cookie Consent Tool available on every page. Cookie Consent

http://uk.reuters.com/privacy-policy
http://uk.reuters.com/info/disclaimer
http://handbook.reuters.com/
http://uk.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://uk.reuters.com/news/video
http://funds.uk.reuters.com/UK/overview.asp
http://uk.reuters.com/business/shares
http://uk.reuters.com/business/personalFinance
http://uk.reuters.com/news/technology
http://uk.reuters.com/business
http://uk.reuters.com/news/world
http://uk.reuters.com/business/markets/uk
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/contact_us/
http://careers.thomsonreuters.com/
http://ir.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/
http://onesource.thomsonreuters.com/
http://west.thomson.com/westlawnext/default.aspx
http://www.accelus.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/financial_products/a-z/elektron/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/eikon/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fuk.reuters.com%2farticle%2f2007%2f11%2f02%2fuk-britain-education-idUKL012052620071102&id=ma-140717092826-1eccc063
http://pdfcrowd.com

