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Formal school learning should begin at the age of
six, according to the authors of the most
comprehensive review of primary education in
England for 40 years.

The Cambridge Primary Review found children
respond better to play-based learning at a young
age, and that there was no evidence to suggest it
would hold them back in later life.

Rather than changing the school starting age, the
way children are taught up until the age of six
should be reformed, it said. Chairwoman of the
review Dame Gillian Pugh said: "If you introduce
a child to too formal a curriculum before they are
ready for it then you are not taking into account
where children are in terms of their learning and
their capacity to develop."

She added: "If they are already failing by the age
of four-and-a-half or five it's going to be quite
difficult to get them back into the system again."

The report found that in the current system of
early years education, "quality is too variable,
and too many staff are under-qualified or poorly
paid".

It said: "Many practitioners believe, again backed
by considerable research evidence and the
positive examples of many other countries, that
the principles that shape effective pre-school
education should govern children's experiences in
primary school at least until age six, and possibly
until age seven."

In many European countries, children start school
later, but in Britain almost all three to
four-year-olds are already getting at least 12.5
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Early years teaching reform call (From The Oxford Times) http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/uk_national_news/4685946.Early_years_...
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