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A new study to be published in the UK this
spring claims that too much study after
school turns children off education and
sparks family rows. The book, The
Homework Myth, by American academic
Alfie Kohn, also claims that it does not
help them to do well in tests, either.

I's he right about homework?

There is international evidence to suggest
Alfie Kohn may have a point on the test
scores, if children are set too much
homework. The Third International Maths
and Science Survey, published in 1998,
found that children who did a moderate
amount of homework did a little better
than those who do a lot or very little. For
instance, the Finns, who do less
homework than the British, score
considerably better in international tests -

coming top of almost every table for maths and science achievement

through the ages of compulsory schooling. The Italians, who do

more homework than the British, do less well.

However, Kohn, a lecturer and writer about education, psychology

and parenting from Belmont, Massachusetts, would argue there
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should be no homework set at all. "Kids should have the chance to
relax after a full day at school," he says. Primary school children

should do no more than read for pleasure once they get home, he
adds.

Should teachers not set homework, then?

If you had asked that question of David Blunkett when he was
Education Secretary, you would have got very short shrift indeed. He
was the first UK Education Secretary to draw up homework
guidelines for every single age group. His blueprint, which is still in
force today, recommends that four- and five-year-olds should have
20 minutes homework a night - 10 minutes reading with parents and
10 minutes' reading alone or doing sums with their parents.

By age six and seven, this should be increased to 30 minutes - 20
minutes reading with parents and 10 minutes reading alone and
practising sums. For eight- and nine-year-olds, this should be
increased to 40 minutes - split 20/20 between reading with parents
and homework. The amount should increase until 15- and 16-year-
olds studying for their GCSEs are doing between one-and-a-half and
two hours a night. He described critics of his homework policy as
revealing "blatant elitism dressed up as well-intentioned liberalism".

His argument was: "Surely it is not a lot to ask an 11-year-old who
spends three hours in front of the TV to work for half an hour?" The
verdict given in Homework: The Evidence by Sue Hallam of London
University's Institute of Education - considered by many people to be
the most detailed study of homework - is: "Studies comparing
homework with supervised study have generally found homework to
be superior in increasing attainment but there are exceptions -
particularly at elementary school level." Maths is the subject children
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are most likely to improve in through homework, she adds.
Have homework guidelines worked?

Mr Blunkett's decision to produce the guidelines was based on
research which showed that only 5 per cent of schools in the UK set
maths homework three days a week for nine-to-ten-year-olds,
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compared to more than 80 per cent in other countries such as 47
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France, Hungary, Switzerland and the United States. The

comparison was more even in secondary schools, although the UK

still set less maths homework than other countries.

There is evidence that more homework is now being set - although
that first emerged even before the blueprint was published. In 1983,
figures from the Schools' Health Education Unit at Exeter University
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helping struggling pupils catch up in class and, according to the

o)0=lal Il sl o) = E I RIORVETES0]aR  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/3689083960001/netanyahu-this-is-the-cruelest-most-grotesque-war-ive-ever-seen/
http://bluenationreview.com/scandal-will-finally-bring-president-obama/
http://h20435.www2.hp.com/t5/The-Next-Bench-Blog/Stay-Safe-Say-Goodbye-to-Windows-XP/ba-p/90618
http://www.shebudgets.com/lifestyle/entertainment/20-celebrities-who-went-bankrupt/17203
http://www.independent.co.uk/video/?videoid=3690030986001
http://www.independent.co.uk/video/?videoid=3690302549001
http://www.independent.co.uk/video/?videoid=3681892846001
https://royale-ssl.spongecell.com/api/ad_tags/51236287/clickthrough?creative_id=303122&noflash=true&iid=k9co-o8yf-A3b5-wigl&external_placement_id=109735185&external_site_id=N6333.158901.DATAXU&anticache=598217482&click_tag=https%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DBBFIqD2HOU4WQCYfO0AGw4oHgCQAAAAAQASAAOABQ1r_zs_j_____AViMwvcbYMkGggEJY2EtZ29vZ2xlsgEVd3d3LmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEJqAMB4AQCmgUZCKDBYhCR2qk0GIDn9IYBIIzC9xso6vipAdoFAggBoAY_4Abq-KkB%26num%3D0%26sig%3DAOD64_1c8hUrGVyWo26Reu9uiv51qgJWjg%26client%3D%26adurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fi.w55c.net%2Fcl%253Ft%253D1%2526btid%253DNjVlYzdkZmU5MDcxYjI5MGU0MzdiODhkNzE2YjE5YjkzNWFjMzY3NHxSRnRrZkFUeXNsfDE0MDYwMzQxODkxMjd8MXwwRmc5S2taTlU1fDBSSlJKOVZOQk98MDhhNTE1MjUtMmFiNi00ZDZiLWFmZTMtOTYxOGJkZmQ5MTAyfDUwMDAwMHx8fHwxMi4wUHxVU0Q%2526ei%253DRUBICON%2526tpc%253D%2526rurl%253Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.jetblue.com%2Fvacations%2F%25253Fsource%25253Ddis317%252526sc%25253DDIS
http://www.independent.co.uk/marketing/apps/?icn=ipad-middle-puff-small
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-are-children-set-too-much-homework-and-does-it-hinder-their-education-434212.html&id=ma-140722090315-7f849012
http://pdfcrowd.com

National Foundation for Educational Research (one of the most
respected research organisations in the country), have had a marked
effect in improving literacy and numeracy standards amongst slow
learners.

Are teachers setting the right kind of homework?

There is evidence that a number of schools in the UK are moving
away from traditional homework to more "fun"-based educational
activities - such as organising out-of-school trips to museums,
theatres etc. This goes hand in glove with a change of climate in
educational thinking, which has recognised that new Labour's
regime of compulsory reading hours and maths lessons and tests
may have been a little too rigorous.

Ms Hallam argues that homework needs to be "meaningful", adding:
"Homework, if taken to the extreme, can completely disrupt family
life." Kohn would go much further than this - arguing children
should engage in things like creating their own work of art using
recycled materials, design a poster with their parents about their
favourite toy and devise a maths quiz to play with other pupils. He
would outlaw exercises such as learning times tables, lists of spellings
and completing a set of sums from a textbook out of school.

Will Kohn's book change anything?

Whether there will be more lasting change is debatable. Experts have
disagreed over the value of homework for more than a century. In
1883, after "payment by results" for teachers was introduced, time
spent on homework rose sharply until social reformers campaigned
for a reduction. In 1929, a leading educational journal was asking "is
homework necessary?" after a survey found that 11-year-olds were

o) oLl ol (o) AR R{ORYIETES o]l Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

&
i &

Robert Fisk on
Israel: The Obama
Years

A unique anthology of
reporting and analysis of
a crucial period of
history

Paranoid parenting
is on the rise - and
our children are
suffering because of
it

How much
independence should
children have?

A Bible for
billionaires
Find out why America's

richest men are reading
John Brookes

SPONSORED FEATURES

Topman: Tips from top stylists

Shop London has teamed up with Topman.
View the latest film clips shot at Topman Oxford
Circus, plus your chance to win a £1,500
voucher.

Win a holiday The Gambia London Trend
Cycling Holiday wardrobe Specsavers
#editme Prizes & offers Business videos

SPONSORED FINANCIAL CONTENT What's this? &

Over 130 currency pairs including exotics
with CitiFX Pro Free Trial Find Out More

Over 130 currency pairs including exotics
with CitiFX Pro Free Trial Find Out More

Over 130 currency pairs including exotics
with CitiFX Pro Free Trial Find Out More

pdfcrowd.com


http://www.independent.co.uk/competitions/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/analysis-and-features/commercial-thought-leaders-2368410.html
http://www.westfieldeditme.com/
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/westfieldfashion/?icn=westfieldfashtion_indy-sponsored-features
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/specsavers/?icn=specsavers_indy_sponsoredfeatures
http://www.standard.co.uk/sport/cycling/?icn=pru_essponsoredfeatures
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/the-gambia-in-the-summer-9564435.html?icn=gambia_indysponsoredfeatures
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/fashionhappy/?icn=Westfield_indysponsoredfeatures
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/win-a-tailormade-trip-to-graubnden-switzerlands-no-1-holiday-destination-9551622.html?icn=graubunden_indysponsoredfeatures
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/topman/?icn=topman_Indysponsoredfeatures
http://www.standard.co.uk/advertorials/topman/?icn=topman_Indysponsoredfeatures
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/business-adventures-by-john-brookes-a-bible-for-billionaires-9619919.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/features/how-much-independence-should-children-have-9619918.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/ebooks/robert-fisk-on-israel-the-obama-years-9576549.html
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://www.trading.dianomi.com/partner/independent/brochures.epl?offer=389845&ad=1253&savid=2706&product_promotion_id=1257&campaign=6460&vertical=1&said=1676&adv=2955&psa=534513457
http://www.trading.dianomi.com/partner/independent/brochures.epl?offer=389845&ad=1253&savid=2706&product_promotion_id=1257&campaign=6460&vertical=1&said=1676&adv=2955&psa=534513457
http://www.trading.dianomi.com/partner/independent/brochures.epl?offer=389845&ad=1253&savid=2706&product_promotion_id=1257&campaign=6460&vertical=1&said=1676&adv=2955&psa=534513457
http://www.trading.dianomi.com/partner/independent/brochures.epl?offer=389845&ad=1253&savid=2706&product_promotion_id=1257&campaign=6460&vertical=1&said=1676&adv=2955&psa=534513457
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-are-children-set-too-much-homework-and-does-it-hinder-their-education-434212.html&id=ma-140722090315-7f849012
http://pdfcrowd.com

doing up to 12 hours a week. By 1935 school inspectors were
recommending a reduction for the under-12's.

The climate had changed again by the mid 1990's - hence Labour's
commitment to rote learning and the introduction of the homework
charter. However, the Government's guidelines still only recommend
a maximum of 7.5 hours a week for 12 and 13-year-olds.

Should schools continue to set homework?
Yes...

* Homework helps pupils develop independent learning skills - which
they need for secondary school exams and higher education

* Well thought-out assignments have been shown to improve
performance - particularly in maths

* Homework, particularly during the school holidays, ensures pupils
do not forget what they have learned

No...

* Homework can increase tension between children and parents,
leading to family rows

* Homework turns children off education - they should relax with
more "fun"-based activities

* Too much homework can do positive harm, as has been noted in a
subsequent fall-off of scores of in test performance
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