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Why are we asking the question now?

Prime Minister Tony Blair is making a

speech on education today to

commemorate the tenth anniversary of

his pledge to make "education, education

and education" his top priority.

Has Blair delivered?

He has certainly kept education as a top

priority during his nine years of

premiership - constantly referring to the

need to establish a world-class education

service in the UK to compete in the global

economy. Whether he has achieved that

aim is debatable. Certainly, the statistics

show a big improvement in test and exam

results - both in national curriculum tests

and at GCSE and A-level. However, the

Government has still to reach many of the targets it set itself.

How has primary education fared?

This was certainly one of the biggest success stories of the first Blair

administration. There were real improvements in the percentage of

pupils reaching the required standard in maths and English tests at

11 - the first improvements since the end of the Second World War,

according to the National Foundation for Education Research. Now
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79 per cent reach the standard in English and 76 per cent in maths -

compared with 57 per cent and 54 per cent a decade ago. However,

the improvements have tailed off after a remarkable start, so

ministers have not yet reached their 2002 target of 80 per cent in

English and 75 per cent in maths - let alone the 85 per cent target for

both subjects set for 2002.

What happened to class sizes?

Blair promised to outlaw class sizes of more than 30 for five- to

seven-year-olds by 2002. He achieved that a year early. There were

some 9,000 children still in larger classes because of late mid-term

arrivals and events like that - but it was a major reduction from the

485,000 in 1996. However, the numbers have risen to 28,000 in the

past five years.

How have secondary schools fared?

Again, the statistics give a good story, with the percentage of

youngsters getting at least five A* to C grade passes rising from 44.5

per cent in 1996 to 58.1 per cent this year. In A-levels, the percentage

of A-grade passes has risen from 15 per cent to 23.9 per cent.

However, this has brought problems in itself with university

admissions tutors saying they can no longer select the brightest

candidates for oversubscribed courses - such as law and medicine.

Here, many critics argue, lies the Government's biggest failure: its

lack of progress in tackling exam reform.

Where has it failed?

The Government set up an inquiry into 14 to 19 education under the

chairmanship of former chief schools inspector Sir Mike Tomlinson,
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in 2002, and then rejected its main finding - that the current GCSE

and A-level system should be replaced by an overarching diploma

covering both academic and vocational education. As a result, the

Department of Education is now piloting its own specialised

vocational diplomas - in subjects as wide ranging as leisure and

tourism and engineering - but many believe they will still be

considered second-class as long as they are separate.

The problems go deeper than that, though. The Department has

made great play of the fact that it wants harder A-levels and GCSEs,

but still has not come up with a definite plan as to how to achieve

that. In the meantime, many of the independent schools have

ditched GCSE in favour of the International GCSE (which is more

akin in standards to the old A-level). They are also threatening to

break away from A-levels to a new exam, the Pre U - which again is

more traditional, A-levels without coursework if you like.

The worry is all this will create a two-tier system, with universities

favouring those taking the Pre U (ie independent school pupils)

because they consider it to be harder.

Is the 'bog-standard' comprehensive still there?

There are still a few - 2,600 of England's state secondary schools are

now specialist in one subject or another leaving about 400

comprehensives. According to government advisers, most of these

perform poorly - and have not produced good enough results to

become specialist. By 2010, 200 of these will have become academies

- privately-sponsored state schools run by the sponsors themselves.

The rest, ministers hope, will join with a better performing school

locally to form a "trust" or federation and be lifted that way.

Performance in the specialist schools, especially at GCSE, has
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improved markedly - but the jury is still out on the academies. One

big plus is that research carried out by the National Foundation for

Educational Research has shown they are not selecting the elite -

they are taking more than their fair share of pupils entitled to free

school meals. A worry is over the amount of control the sponsors

have - particularly in the case of those sponsored by the Christian

evangelist Sir Peter Vardy, the car dealer, where there have been

allegations that creationism is being taught in science lessons.

What about school buildings?

After decades of chronic underinvestment by previous governments,

there has been a major increase in capital spending. Labour inherited

a situation where only £700,000 a year was being spent on

improving school buildings. This has now shot up to £5bn a year,

and is forecast to reach £8bn by 2008.

What has happened to higher education?

One of the first acts of Blair's first government was to bring in

student fees. He has since gone even further down the road of

introducing a market into higher education by allowing universities

to charge top-up fees of up to £3,000 a year. Critics say this will

make it impossible to reach his target of 50 per cent of youngsters

going on to higher education by the end of the decade - and the first

year of the new fees regime has shown a slight drop in student

numbers. At present, participation rates are hovering at about 43 per

cent - an increase on 1996, but not on target to reach the 50 per cent

figure.

Some, notably the former chief schools inspector Chris Woodhead,

accuse the Government of "dumbing-down" higher education with
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the introduction of "Mickey Mouse" courses such as golf studies and

deep-sea diving. It is true that the Government is to allow further

education colleges to award degree status in the hope of increasing

the number of vocational degree courses, but even Universities UK,

the body that represents existing university vice-chancellors, says

that those subjects labelled as "Mickey Mouse" by their critics often

lead to a job at the end of the day.

Have our schools and universities improved under New

Labour?

Yes...

* Primary: standards in literacy and numeracy are markedly better.

Class sizes have been reduced for five- to seven-year-olds

* Secondary: there have been year-on-year improvements in both

GCSE and A-level results

* Universities: after years of falling budgets, with the introduction of

fees they are finally getting more money

No...

* Primary: improvements in literacy and numeracy have slowed and

class sizes for five- to seven-year-olds have risen again

* Secondary: the Government has failed to get to grips with reforms

to the examination system

* Universities: highly unlikely to reach the target 50 per cent of

youngsters in higher education by the end of the decade

End Muscle Cramps Forever
You Won't Get Muscle Cramps Again.

Guaranteed. Discov er the Secret...

www.mgbright.com/muscle-cramps-cure

Best Toenail Fungus Cure?
Compare The Top 5 Products Of 201 4. 201 4's

Best 5 Toenail Fungus Cures

toenail-fungus.zetaclear.com/top-5

CanadaGreen As Seen On TV
Grow A Lush Green Lawn In 1 0 day s. Buy  All

Season Grass Seed Here!

getcanadagreen.com

Right to Pray?
Should the First Amendment protect pray er in

schools? Vote here!

townhall.com/prayer

Over 130 currency pairs including exotics
with CitiFX Pro Free Trial Find Out More

Ads by Google

Find out why America's
richest men are reading
John Brookes

Iron Man strikes
gold

Robert Downey Jr named
Hollywood's highest paid
actor for second year
running

Sexual cannibalism:
What drives
someone to want
to eat another
human?

For sale: Island

Show Me

Between:

Location:

Women

18  and   30

-- Select --

FILM

LIFE

PROPERTY

http://www.independent.co.uk/property/magna-carta-island-goes-on-sale-9619920.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/food-and-drink/features/dale-bolinger-guilty-what-is-sexual-cannibalism-9619716.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/news/robert-downey-jr-named-highest-paid-actor-in-hollywood-for-second-year-9620361.html
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Ftrunc%3D1%26contact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/the-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5964551156905038%26ai0%3DCMiLM2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICry52aoD3Lyr8TGowpqlTxABIN3qsRQoBFCJ-ZTE-_____8BYMkGoAHI0Z_6A8gBAagDAaoE7wFP0AjCAEgXhkmRm84anweup3YTiQ7yENk68eeg8HkLFuoij2xuWQg4vi_-pGvdMNtOuKbhQofFCaBBSCikcMs0n6cZC-JOQgsTfgX4JsjyGBmwntzhgGNHKR9NdWybUGn2anRGIy43VaKlaBMm0wzTb4eH81g9xFG8s9MsyMnBqsj1qcmjcGMFrNDA5EJDyJJHED73H6xWn82VysFtHCwcAdA5fu9P63KDUqtD7AgN6OANVOmjH5g3erESD82hKDu4yOjp7ICKw_58RJMCnHkvdyWZzbYQMyX_br9Qa9c2sa9cvDVamauL94y6Z5ZqMYAHoK7gBQ%26ai1%3DCHuuK2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICtnyn4AEsfKZjZMBFBACIN3qsRQoBFCKr5Kj-f____8BYMkGoAHX1bjbA8gBAakCDZ1FCDuArz6oAwGqBOkBT9AYlAFIFIZJkZvOGp8Hrqd2E4kO8hDZOvHnoPB5CxbqIo9sblkIOL4v_qRr3TDbTrim4UKHxQmgQUgopHDLNJ-nGQviTkILE34F-CbI8hgZsJ7c4YBjRykfTXVsm1Bp9mp0RiMuN1WipWgTJtMM02-Hh_NYPcRRvLPTLMjJwarI9anJo3BjBazQwORCQ8iSRxA-9x-sVp_NlcrBbRwsHAHQOX7vT-tyg1KrQ-wIDejgDVTpox-YN3qxEg_NoSg7uMjQ6uXIiiPvmg6uA2j9zEElme23EDcl_06uUWjXNpW_u78gXxRf1tKAB5GqxyQ%26ai2%3DCfl8B2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICqn-8sEBz-nJgw6_4R4QAyDd6rEUKARQvqyxm_j_____AWDJBqAB677P6gPIAQGoAwGqBOkBT9AYgwZIFYZJkZvOGp8Hrqd2E4kO8hDZOvHnoPB5CxbqIo9sblkIOL4v_qRr3TDbTrim4UKHxQmgQUgopHDLNJ-nGQviTkILE34F-CbI8hgZsJ7c4YBjRykfTXVsm1Bp9mp0RiMuN1WipWgTJtMM02-Hh_NYPcRRvLPTLMjJwarI9anJo3BjBazQwORCQ8iSRxA-9x-sVp_NlcrBbRwsHAHQOX7vT-tyg1KrQ-wIDejgDVTpox-YN3qxEg_NoSg7uMjQ6uXIiluYkkeuA2j9zEElme23EDcl_06uUWjXNpW_u78gX04mwuGAB_3AsBU&usg=AFQjCNFw5_Pv3CwtMYhIvl-jpQB18XG0hw
http://www.trading.dianomi.com/partner/independent/brochures.epl?offer=389845&ad=1253&savid=2706&product_promotion_id=1257&campaign=6460&vertical=1&said=1676&adv=2955&psa=534067870
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C96_A2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICsLWrLQFwsnI2YUBwI23ARAEIN3qsRQoBFCt2-vR______8BYMkGoAGSgtb4A8gBAagDAaoE6QFP0EjoB0gShkmRm84anweup3YTiQ7yENk68eeg8HkLFuoij2xuWQg4vi_-pGvdMNtOuKbhQofFCaBBSCikcMs0n6cZC-JOQgsTfgX4JsjyGBmwntzhgGNHKR9NdWybUGn2anRGIy43VaKlaBMm0wzTb4eH81g9xFG8s9MsyMnBqsj1qcmjcGMFrNDA5EJDyJJHED73H6xWn82VysFtHCwcAdA5fu9P63KDUqtD7AgN6OANVOmjH5g3erESD82hKDu4yJDq7MiKMKWjZK4DaP3MQSWZ7bcQNyX_Tq5RaNc2lb-7vyBfHxyv_4AH1v2pBw&num=4&sig=AOD64_0TWb5zU69QRqYfFZP_8NtKQ4tO8w&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://pages.townhall.com/campaign/school-prayer/rc/GA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C96_A2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICsLWrLQFwsnI2YUBwI23ARAEIN3qsRQoBFCt2-vR______8BYMkGoAGSgtb4A8gBAagDAaoE6QFP0EjoB0gShkmRm84anweup3YTiQ7yENk68eeg8HkLFuoij2xuWQg4vi_-pGvdMNtOuKbhQofFCaBBSCikcMs0n6cZC-JOQgsTfgX4JsjyGBmwntzhgGNHKR9NdWybUGn2anRGIy43VaKlaBMm0wzTb4eH81g9xFG8s9MsyMnBqsj1qcmjcGMFrNDA5EJDyJJHED73H6xWn82VysFtHCwcAdA5fu9P63KDUqtD7AgN6OANVOmjH5g3erESD82hKDu4yJDq7MiKMKWjZK4DaP3MQSWZ7bcQNyX_Tq5RaNc2lb-7vyBfHxyv_4AH1v2pBw&num=4&sig=AOD64_0TWb5zU69QRqYfFZP_8NtKQ4tO8w&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://pages.townhall.com/campaign/school-prayer/rc/GA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cfl8B2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICqn-8sEBz-nJgw6_4R4QAyDd6rEUKARQvqyxm_j_____AWDJBqAB677P6gPIAQGoAwGqBOkBT9AYgwZIFYZJkZvOGp8Hrqd2E4kO8hDZOvHnoPB5CxbqIo9sblkIOL4v_qRr3TDbTrim4UKHxQmgQUgopHDLNJ-nGQviTkILE34F-CbI8hgZsJ7c4YBjRykfTXVsm1Bp9mp0RiMuN1WipWgTJtMM02-Hh_NYPcRRvLPTLMjJwarI9anJo3BjBazQwORCQ8iSRxA-9x-sVp_NlcrBbRwsHAHQOX7vT-tyg1KrQ-wIDejgDVTpox-YN3qxEg_NoSg7uMjQ6uXIiluYkkeuA2j9zEElme23EDcl_06uUWjXNpW_u78gX04mwuGAB_3AsBU&num=3&sig=AOD64_2A32Pu3KfBFJMLMyLuiGDTzxNgIw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.getcanadagreen.com/%3Fmid%3D807740
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cfl8B2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICqn-8sEBz-nJgw6_4R4QAyDd6rEUKARQvqyxm_j_____AWDJBqAB677P6gPIAQGoAwGqBOkBT9AYgwZIFYZJkZvOGp8Hrqd2E4kO8hDZOvHnoPB5CxbqIo9sblkIOL4v_qRr3TDbTrim4UKHxQmgQUgopHDLNJ-nGQviTkILE34F-CbI8hgZsJ7c4YBjRykfTXVsm1Bp9mp0RiMuN1WipWgTJtMM02-Hh_NYPcRRvLPTLMjJwarI9anJo3BjBazQwORCQ8iSRxA-9x-sVp_NlcrBbRwsHAHQOX7vT-tyg1KrQ-wIDejgDVTpox-YN3qxEg_NoSg7uMjQ6uXIiluYkkeuA2j9zEElme23EDcl_06uUWjXNpW_u78gX04mwuGAB_3AsBU&num=3&sig=AOD64_2A32Pu3KfBFJMLMyLuiGDTzxNgIw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.getcanadagreen.com/%3Fmid%3D807740
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CHuuK2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICtnyn4AEsfKZjZMBFBACIN3qsRQoBFCKr5Kj-f____8BYMkGoAHX1bjbA8gBAakCDZ1FCDuArz6oAwGqBOkBT9AYlAFIFIZJkZvOGp8Hrqd2E4kO8hDZOvHnoPB5CxbqIo9sblkIOL4v_qRr3TDbTrim4UKHxQmgQUgopHDLNJ-nGQviTkILE34F-CbI8hgZsJ7c4YBjRykfTXVsm1Bp9mp0RiMuN1WipWgTJtMM02-Hh_NYPcRRvLPTLMjJwarI9anJo3BjBazQwORCQ8iSRxA-9x-sVp_NlcrBbRwsHAHQOX7vT-tyg1KrQ-wIDejgDVTpox-YN3qxEg_NoSg7uMjQ6uXIiiPvmg6uA2j9zEElme23EDcl_06uUWjXNpW_u78gXxRf1tKAB5GqxyQ&num=2&sig=AOD64_0IflpwS8O89o8oek8hRfw-3TTFVw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://toenail-fungus-rankings.zetaclear.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CHuuK2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICtnyn4AEsfKZjZMBFBACIN3qsRQoBFCKr5Kj-f____8BYMkGoAHX1bjbA8gBAakCDZ1FCDuArz6oAwGqBOkBT9AYlAFIFIZJkZvOGp8Hrqd2E4kO8hDZOvHnoPB5CxbqIo9sblkIOL4v_qRr3TDbTrim4UKHxQmgQUgopHDLNJ-nGQviTkILE34F-CbI8hgZsJ7c4YBjRykfTXVsm1Bp9mp0RiMuN1WipWgTJtMM02-Hh_NYPcRRvLPTLMjJwarI9anJo3BjBazQwORCQ8iSRxA-9x-sVp_NlcrBbRwsHAHQOX7vT-tyg1KrQ-wIDejgDVTpox-YN3qxEg_NoSg7uMjQ6uXIiiPvmg6uA2j9zEElme23EDcl_06uUWjXNpW_u78gXxRf1tKAB5GqxyQ&num=2&sig=AOD64_0IflpwS8O89o8oek8hRfw-3TTFVw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://toenail-fungus-rankings.zetaclear.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CMiLM2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICry52aoD3Lyr8TGowpqlTxABIN3qsRQoBFCJ-ZTE-_____8BYMkGoAHI0Z_6A8gBAagDAaoE7wFP0AjCAEgXhkmRm84anweup3YTiQ7yENk68eeg8HkLFuoij2xuWQg4vi_-pGvdMNtOuKbhQofFCaBBSCikcMs0n6cZC-JOQgsTfgX4JsjyGBmwntzhgGNHKR9NdWybUGn2anRGIy43VaKlaBMm0wzTb4eH81g9xFG8s9MsyMnBqsj1qcmjcGMFrNDA5EJDyJJHED73H6xWn82VysFtHCwcAdA5fu9P63KDUqtD7AgN6OANVOmjH5g3erESD82hKDu4yOjp7ICKw_58RJMCnHkvdyWZzbYQMyX_br9Qa9c2sa9cvDVamauL94y6Z5ZqMYAHoK7gBQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2hIcbsaqytMG1cPd8VW08dqkNDZw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.mgbright.com/pages/magnesium-is-the-natural-treatment-remedy-for-muscle-cramps
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CMiLM2k7OU7aLHdWApgO3l4KICry52aoD3Lyr8TGowpqlTxABIN3qsRQoBFCJ-ZTE-_____8BYMkGoAHI0Z_6A8gBAagDAaoE7wFP0AjCAEgXhkmRm84anweup3YTiQ7yENk68eeg8HkLFuoij2xuWQg4vi_-pGvdMNtOuKbhQofFCaBBSCikcMs0n6cZC-JOQgsTfgX4JsjyGBmwntzhgGNHKR9NdWybUGn2anRGIy43VaKlaBMm0wzTb4eH81g9xFG8s9MsyMnBqsj1qcmjcGMFrNDA5EJDyJJHED73H6xWn82VysFtHCwcAdA5fu9P63KDUqtD7AgN6OANVOmjH5g3erESD82hKDu4yOjp7ICKw_58RJMCnHkvdyWZzbYQMyX_br9Qa9c2sa9cvDVamauL94y6Z5ZqMYAHoK7gBQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2hIcbsaqytMG1cPd8VW08dqkNDZw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.mgbright.com/pages/magnesium-is-the-natural-treatment-remedy-for-muscle-cramps
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html&id=ma-140722074535-2beeb0ed
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

DAY IN A PAGE

IT Teacher

£100 - £120 per day: Randstad Education
Chelmsford: We are seeking a teacher o...

History Teacher

£110 - £120 per day: Randstad Education
Chelmsford: We are seeking a teacher o...

IT Teacher

£110 - £120 per day: Randstad Education
Chelmsford: We are seeking a suitably ...

Year 3 Primary Teacher - Dewsbury

£110 - £155 per annum: Randstad Education
Leeds: An excellent, last minute opp...

View the latest Education jobs on iJobs.

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat

22  July  2014  Go

Promoted stories
  

  

More from The Independent
  

Recommended by

Vladimir Putin Losing
Control Of Insurrection
He Started: Pro-
Russian…
(GND New s)

Blame Canada: Greedy
for oil money , the
country  is turning into
a rogue…
(Gr ist)

6 homes for sale that
will astonish y ou
(Ba n kr a te.com )

This is the scandal that
will bring down
President Obama
(Blu e Na tion  Rev iew )

Scientists "Resurrect" A
410 Million-Y ear-Old
Spider With CGI
(Th e Cr ea tor s Pr oject)

Nicole Kidman Finally
Speaks Out About
Misery  of First Marriage
(Ra da r On lin e.com )

Girl, 15, 'gang-raped by
38 men' in Malay sia and
then arrested

MH37 0 latest: Pilot
Zaharie Ahmad Shah's
wife breaks silence to
'confirm…

Asiana Airlines flight
214 crash caused by
Boeing planes being
'overly …

For sale: Island
where the Magna
Carta was sealed

Yours for a cool £4m

'Security
backdoors' give
access to private
data on 600m Apple
devices, claims
researcher

Apart from the
Games, what does
the Commonwealth
do?

Location:

By clicking 'Search' you 
are agreeing to our 
Terms of Use.

-- Select --

TECH

NEWS

THEATRE

http://date.independent.co.uk/help/terms.cfm
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/apart-from-the-games-what-does-the-commonwealth-do-9619955.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/apple-has-installed-security-backdoors-on-600-million-ios-devices-claims-security-researcher-9620480.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/property/magna-carta-island-goes-on-sale-9619920.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/asiana-airlines-flight-214-crash-caused-by-boeing-planes-being-overly-complicated-9562331.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/asiana-airlines-flight-214-crash-caused-by-boeing-planes-being-overly-complicated-9562331.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/mh370-latest-wife-of-pilot-zaharie-ahmad-shah-breaks-silence-to-confirm-he-spoke-final-words-from-cockpit-9559657.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/mh370-latest-wife-of-pilot-zaharie-ahmad-shah-breaks-silence-to-confirm-he-spoke-final-words-from-cockpit-9559657.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/girl-15-gangraped-by-38-men-in-malaysia-and-then-arrested-9466148.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/girl-15-gangraped-by-38-men-in-malaysia-and-then-arrested-9466148.html
http://radaronline.com/exclusives/2013/08/nicole-kidman-tom-cruise-divorce-happy-now/
http://radaronline.com/exclusives/2013/08/nicole-kidman-tom-cruise-divorce-happy-now/
http://thecreatorsproject.vice.com/blog/scientists-resurrect-a-410-million-year-old-spider-with-cgi
http://thecreatorsproject.vice.com/blog/scientists-resurrect-a-410-million-year-old-spider-with-cgi
http://bluenationreview.com/scandal-will-finally-bring-president-obama/
http://bluenationreview.com/scandal-will-finally-bring-president-obama/
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/real-estate/homes-for-sale-that-will-astonish-you-1.aspx
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/real-estate/homes-for-sale-that-will-astonish-you-1.aspx
http://grist.org/news/blame-canada-greedy-for-oil-money-the-country-is-turning-into-a-rogue-petrostate/
http://grist.org/news/blame-canada-greedy-for-oil-money-the-country-is-turning-into-a-rogue-petrostate/
http://www.gnd.com/vladimir-putin-losing-control-of-insurrection-he-started-pro-russian-rebels-ignore-russia.php
http://www.gnd.com/vladimir-putin-losing-control-of-insurrection-he-started-pro-russian-rebels-ignore-russia.php
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=19&month=7&year=2014
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=18&month=7&year=2014
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=17&month=7&year=2014
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=16&month=7&year=2014
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=22&month=7&year=2014
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=21&month=7&year=2014
http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=20&month=7&year=2014
http://j.mp/LwCAKx
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/64076/year-3-primary-teacher-dewsbury/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/64188/it-teacher/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/64189/history-teacher/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/job/64190/it-teacher/?TrackID=7
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html&id=ma-140722074535-2beeb0ed
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Wire Money to the UK
Send up to $2,999 for just $4.99 Locked-In Exchange Rate. Send Now!

www.xoom.com/unitedkingdom

AncestryDNA ™ Test
Discov er Your Ethnicity  w/ Just One Test From The Comfort of Home.

ancestry.com/DNA

Nursing School Online
Earn Your RN To BSN in 3  Semesters. Online, Affordable & User Friendly !

www.chamberlain.edu

Ads by Google

Sir Ian McKellen
calls for a living
wage for actors

Mile-high tech: 10
best inflight
gadgets

Skye McCole
Bartusiak dies, aged
21

Actress was known for
role in Mel Gibson film
The Patriot

INDYBEST

PEOPLE

TV

World News in Pictures 1 of 50

Next

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/skye-mccole-bartusiak-dead-at-21-actress-was-known-for-role-in-mel-gibson-film-the-patriot-9617761.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/travel/10-best-inflight-gadgets-9619444.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/theatre-dance/news/sir-ian-mckellen-calls-for-a-living-wage-for-actors-9619724.html
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/the-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5964551156905038%26ai0%3DCm0tZ2U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIApO_lJYFq4bv0C_x5LHRKRABIN3qsRQoA1C78-IiYMkGoAHjw63uA8gBAagDAaoE7AFP0FwAqa2VbKFzz5fh2J556l-gv4If4zI-wA0awXP1FbZGBesNooY4gyXxHIJignmpKSKia57qdTTuvxS_AaDhggTwIa-ryxlgGmK5Hl-mWuZuM00BSxaLUfuHWFIabgwRFQsgzO9sHfmae5bjAKaVsIp45OSIrlRQr5sxeInkKwH1fTQa2WxHBv4CwJMXc4HjZ9PKaa22SUFsaE8-iHzAGdfo-9ypfgRLOeTVupxgD1k_yWx7Ii4Z6JYcuZCv_yETfDjzKMkXZh7FEcQqK5L8IGQaH0AHWTBwi92V6jbkIyDqsusUz11WBaPgJ4AHhbzSEQ%26ai1%3DCIkZh2U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIAqjzw5oIkLv61L0B1Zuz4AUQAiDd6rEUKANQtLueoAdgyQagAcjXkL0DyAEBqAMBqgTpAU_QDEy2rZZsoXPPl-HYnnnqX6C_gh_jMj7ADRrBc_UVtkYF6w2ihjiDJfEcgmKCeakpIqJrnup1NO6_FL8BoOGCBPAhr6vLGWAaYrkeX6Za5m4zTQFLFotR-4dYUhpuDBEVCyDM72wd-Zp7luMAppWwinjk5IiuVFCvmzF4ieQrAfV9NBrZbEcG_gLAkxdzgeNn08pprbZJQWxoTz6IfMAZ1-j73Kl-BEs55NW6nGAPWT_JbHsiLhnolhy5kK__IRN8ePMowRePdUuW3vA8Z_8kkRk7tAR5xHOLOJfp0-YE1Q-WC_R_Lb7ygAegqO9C%26ai2%3DC8l362U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIApqavZwHgoyH0JYB8MSN7YYBEAMg3eqxFCgDUIH75Z4FYMkGoAGm7pXXA8gBAagDAaoE7AFP0CwXsa2XbKFzz5fh2J556l-gv4If4zI-wA0awXP1FbZGBesNooY4gyXxHIJignmpKSKia57qdTTuvxS_AaDhggTwIa-ryxlgGmK5Hl-mWuZuM00BSxaLUfuHWFIabgwRFQsgzO9sHfmae5bjAKaVsIp45OSIrlRQr5sxeInkKwH1fTQa2WxHBv4CwJMXc4HjZ9PKaa22SUFsaE8-iHzAGdfo-9ypfgRLOeTVupxgD1k_yWx7Ii4Z6JYcuZCv_yETfEDwKMkXbh7FaK9odpL8IGQaH0AHWTBwi92V6jbkIyDqsusUz11WIrDsHIAHwpHqKA&usg=AFQjCNGtOX_vDce8SdndvzCdASbLYS0n-g
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8l362U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIApqavZwHgoyH0JYB8MSN7YYBEAMg3eqxFCgDUIH75Z4FYMkGoAGm7pXXA8gBAagDAaoE7AFP0CwXsa2XbKFzz5fh2J556l-gv4If4zI-wA0awXP1FbZGBesNooY4gyXxHIJignmpKSKia57qdTTuvxS_AaDhggTwIa-ryxlgGmK5Hl-mWuZuM00BSxaLUfuHWFIabgwRFQsgzO9sHfmae5bjAKaVsIp45OSIrlRQr5sxeInkKwH1fTQa2WxHBv4CwJMXc4HjZ9PKaa22SUFsaE8-iHzAGdfo-9ypfgRLOeTVupxgD1k_yWx7Ii4Z6JYcuZCv_yETfEDwKMkXbh7FaK9odpL8IGQaH0AHWTBwi92V6jbkIyDqsusUz11WIrDsHIAHwpHqKA&num=3&sig=AOD64_13QQWo6ZqlFMa5kP_GB-_6jkl90g&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://537.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D253%26camp%3D39716%26affcode%3Dcr1858807%26cid%3D40355393986%7C1262551%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26kdv%3Dc%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Finfo.chamberlain.edu%252Fgoogle_rnbsn_kct%253FVendor_cd%253D203072%2526KWID%253D40355390746%2526campaign_id%253D263585146
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8l362U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIApqavZwHgoyH0JYB8MSN7YYBEAMg3eqxFCgDUIH75Z4FYMkGoAGm7pXXA8gBAagDAaoE7AFP0CwXsa2XbKFzz5fh2J556l-gv4If4zI-wA0awXP1FbZGBesNooY4gyXxHIJignmpKSKia57qdTTuvxS_AaDhggTwIa-ryxlgGmK5Hl-mWuZuM00BSxaLUfuHWFIabgwRFQsgzO9sHfmae5bjAKaVsIp45OSIrlRQr5sxeInkKwH1fTQa2WxHBv4CwJMXc4HjZ9PKaa22SUFsaE8-iHzAGdfo-9ypfgRLOeTVupxgD1k_yWx7Ii4Z6JYcuZCv_yETfEDwKMkXbh7FaK9odpL8IGQaH0AHWTBwi92V6jbkIyDqsusUz11WIrDsHIAHwpHqKA&num=3&sig=AOD64_13QQWo6ZqlFMa5kP_GB-_6jkl90g&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://537.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D253%26camp%3D39716%26affcode%3Dcr1858807%26cid%3D40355393986%7C1262551%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26kdv%3Dc%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Finfo.chamberlain.edu%252Fgoogle_rnbsn_kct%253FVendor_cd%253D203072%2526KWID%253D40355390746%2526campaign_id%253D263585146
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CIkZh2U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIAqjzw5oIkLv61L0B1Zuz4AUQAiDd6rEUKANQtLueoAdgyQagAcjXkL0DyAEBqAMBqgTpAU_QDEy2rZZsoXPPl-HYnnnqX6C_gh_jMj7ADRrBc_UVtkYF6w2ihjiDJfEcgmKCeakpIqJrnup1NO6_FL8BoOGCBPAhr6vLGWAaYrkeX6Za5m4zTQFLFotR-4dYUhpuDBEVCyDM72wd-Zp7luMAppWwinjk5IiuVFCvmzF4ieQrAfV9NBrZbEcG_gLAkxdzgeNn08pprbZJQWxoTz6IfMAZ1-j73Kl-BEs55NW6nGAPWT_JbHsiLhnolhy5kK__IRN8ePMowRePdUuW3vA8Z_8kkRk7tAR5xHOLOJfp0-YE1Q-WC_R_Lb7ygAegqO9C&num=2&sig=AOD64_1fxxz7W-uD1TZ0R21nSCHxEACTbA&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://tracker.marinsm.com/rd%3Fcid%3D93095py25419%26mkwid%3Dcb7R2yjho_dc%26pcrid%3D50866954168%26pkw%3D%26pmt%3D%26lp%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.ancestry.com%252Fs55307%252Ft25400%252Frd.ashx%253Fs_kwcid%253D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CIkZh2U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIAqjzw5oIkLv61L0B1Zuz4AUQAiDd6rEUKANQtLueoAdgyQagAcjXkL0DyAEBqAMBqgTpAU_QDEy2rZZsoXPPl-HYnnnqX6C_gh_jMj7ADRrBc_UVtkYF6w2ihjiDJfEcgmKCeakpIqJrnup1NO6_FL8BoOGCBPAhr6vLGWAaYrkeX6Za5m4zTQFLFotR-4dYUhpuDBEVCyDM72wd-Zp7luMAppWwinjk5IiuVFCvmzF4ieQrAfV9NBrZbEcG_gLAkxdzgeNn08pprbZJQWxoTz6IfMAZ1-j73Kl-BEs55NW6nGAPWT_JbHsiLhnolhy5kK__IRN8ePMowRePdUuW3vA8Z_8kkRk7tAR5xHOLOJfp0-YE1Q-WC_R_Lb7ygAegqO9C&num=2&sig=AOD64_1fxxz7W-uD1TZ0R21nSCHxEACTbA&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://tracker.marinsm.com/rd%3Fcid%3D93095py25419%26mkwid%3Dcb7R2yjho_dc%26pcrid%3D50866954168%26pkw%3D%26pmt%3D%26lp%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.ancestry.com%252Fs55307%252Ft25400%252Frd.ashx%253Fs_kwcid%253D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cm0tZ2U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIApO_lJYFq4bv0C_x5LHRKRABIN3qsRQoA1C78-IiYMkGoAHjw63uA8gBAagDAaoE7AFP0FwAqa2VbKFzz5fh2J556l-gv4If4zI-wA0awXP1FbZGBesNooY4gyXxHIJignmpKSKia57qdTTuvxS_AaDhggTwIa-ryxlgGmK5Hl-mWuZuM00BSxaLUfuHWFIabgwRFQsgzO9sHfmae5bjAKaVsIp45OSIrlRQr5sxeInkKwH1fTQa2WxHBv4CwJMXc4HjZ9PKaa22SUFsaE8-iHzAGdfo-9ypfgRLOeTVupxgD1k_yWx7Ii4Z6JYcuZCv_yETfDjzKMkXZh7FEcQqK5L8IGQaH0AHWTBwi92V6jbkIyDqsusUz11WBaPgJ4AHhbzSEQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2zSByg4Q66iOc1SzA12mACVteDQQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.xoom.com/united-kingdom%3F_rt%3Dbac-uk-google-textad-dw-managed-text-en%26cid%3Dba_goog_dsk_uk_edwc_pd_txta__gdwm_txta__ad_acq__us_%26languageCode%3Den
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cm0tZ2U7OU5m3O4ahpgPgp4HIApO_lJYFq4bv0C_x5LHRKRABIN3qsRQoA1C78-IiYMkGoAHjw63uA8gBAagDAaoE7AFP0FwAqa2VbKFzz5fh2J556l-gv4If4zI-wA0awXP1FbZGBesNooY4gyXxHIJignmpKSKia57qdTTuvxS_AaDhggTwIa-ryxlgGmK5Hl-mWuZuM00BSxaLUfuHWFIabgwRFQsgzO9sHfmae5bjAKaVsIp45OSIrlRQr5sxeInkKwH1fTQa2WxHBv4CwJMXc4HjZ9PKaa22SUFsaE8-iHzAGdfo-9ypfgRLOeTVupxgD1k_yWx7Ii4Z6JYcuZCv_yETfDjzKMkXZh7FEcQqK5L8IGQaH0AHWTBwi92V6jbkIyDqsusUz11WBaPgJ4AHhbzSEQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2zSByg4Q66iOc1SzA12mACVteDQQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.xoom.com/united-kingdom%3F_rt%3Dbac-uk-google-textad-dw-managed-text-en%26cid%3Dba_goog_dsk_uk_edwc_pd_txta__gdwm_txta__ad_acq__us_%26languageCode%3Den
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html&id=ma-140722074535-2beeb0ed
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Find out more

Independent 
Travel Shop

Up to 70% off luxury
travel 
on city breaks

0 COMMENT

How many
Simpsons episodes
could you manage
in one sitting?

Website will allow you to
watch all 522 shows on-
demand

TV

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/tv/news/simpsons-world-website-to-let-you-watch-all-522-episodes-of-cartoon-online-ondemand-9620337.html
http://independent.secretescapes.com/instant-access/independent_ia?utm_source=independent&utm_medium=display&utm_term=banner&utm_campaign=acq
http://www.independent.co.uk/incoming/sign-up-for-our-free-indy-newsletters-9233464.html
http://independent.secretescapes.com/instant-access/independent_ia?utm_source=independent&utm_medium=display&utm_term=banner&utm_campaign=acq
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html&id=ma-140722074535-2beeb0ed
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Find out more

Find out more

Up to 70% off luxury
travel
on chic beach resorts

Up to 70% off luxury
travel
on country retreats

Search The Independent  Go
Terms & Policies
Privacy Policy

Contact Us
Subscriptions

Advertising Guide
Syndication

The 'scroungers’
fight back
The welfare claimants

Fireballs in space
Amazing video shows

A Bible for
billionaires
Find out why America's

Paranoid
parenting is on
the rise
And our children are

Magna Carta
Island goes on
sale
Yours for a cool £4m

http://www.independent.co.uk/service/independent-syndication-915183.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/advertising-guide/
http://www.independent.co.uk/subscriptions/
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/contact-us-759589.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/privacy-policy-759574.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-759573.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://independent.secretescapes.com/instant-access/independent_ia?utm_source=independent&utm_medium=display&utm_term=banner&utm_campaign=acq
http://independent.secretescapes.com/instant-access/independent_ia?utm_source=independent&utm_medium=display&utm_term=banner&utm_campaign=acq
http://independent.secretescapes.com/instant-access/independent_ia?utm_source=independent&utm_medium=display&utm_term=banner&utm_campaign=acq
http://independent.secretescapes.com/instant-access/independent_ia?utm_source=independent&utm_medium=display&utm_term=banner&utm_campaign=acq
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html&id=ma-140722074535-2beeb0ed
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Advanced Search
Article archive
Topics

Cookie policy
Code of Conduct
Complaint form
Email newsletters
RSS
Live Blogs
i100

Apps
Work for us
Evening Standard
Homes & Property
iJobs

Novaya Gazeta (English)
ES Business Connections
ES Rentals
London Live

© independent.co.uk

http://www.londonlive.co.uk/
http://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/esrentals/
http://www.standard.co.uk/businessconnections
http://en.novayagazeta.ru/
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/
http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/
http://www.standard.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/work-for-inm-759587.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/marketing/apps/
http://i100.independent.co.uk/
http://live.independent.co.uk/#AllEvents
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/list-of-rss-feeds-775086.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/newsLetterPreferences/
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/code-of-conduct-and-complaints-6280644.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/code-of-conduct-and-complaints-6280644.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/cookie-policy-7785164.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/topics/
http://www.independent.co.uk/article-archive/
http://www.independent.co.uk/advancedsearch/
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fthe-big-question-ten-years-on-has-tony-blair-fulfilled-his-pledge-to-improve-education-426343.html&id=ma-140722074535-2beeb0ed
http://pdfcrowd.com

