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Most children now start school at four, the second study, The Structure
of Primary Education, by the National Foundation for Educational On the Guardian today
Research, finds, despite the legal age being after their fifth birthday. One
factor has been rising demand for childcare as more women work full-
time.

The school starting age has not changed since it was introduced in 1870
to prevent child labour abuses. The average school size in England in
2006 was 224 pupils, compared with 128 in Scotland and higher than
any other country in the study. A third study, on the curriculum and
assessment, led by Kathy Hall at the National University of Ireland in
Cork, says that English schoolchildren are among the most tested in the
world. "No other country appears to be so preoccupied with national
standards," it says. The research says home-educated children perform
better and that children from disadvantaged backgrounds can improve Chinese city sealed
disproportionately. Home-educated pupils are less likely to watch TV or plague death

spend hours on computers.

The Cambridge review, led by Professor Robin Alexander, is the biggest
independent review of primary schooling in 40 years.
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