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young e

NEW research has suggested children in England may be Updated on the g
February

starting school too early. /I /I 2008

Currently children in England must be in a primary school by their fifth

birthday, although many start nursery or reception classes from the age e s GEE I -
of three.

A report by the Primary Review, an organisation based at Cambridge 40_|

University, has looked into primary education and found that starting at W Tweet <0 Video

an early age may not have long-term benefits.
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The report even suggested that as children were spending less time Share | 0 i_;.;,.'ﬁi,;'e',; r;];ws -
with their families than their European counterparts, it could be leading

. L. ) E=h Print this
to them misbehaving in school rather than learning.

Royal Anglians,
Kettering slideshow
However, Valerie Parker, headteacher of the Queen of Hearts nursery in

Kettering, disagreed with the findings.

She said: "All our children learn through play. Everything they learn is in a fun way, as children are
not ready to be taught at that age.

Royal Anglians march
through Kettering

"Children absorb more if they enjoy something and it is not until they go to school and are faced
with pressures that problems arise.

Dickinson's Real Deal

"The problem is not the fact children are learning at a young age but that politicians who do not in Corby

understand the education system are interfering."

The county council's spokesman for children and young people Joan Kirkbride said: "It is wrong

to have four-year-olds in formal teaching. VIEW MORE VIDEOS

"l have two young Norwegian grandchildren and their education is a lot less formal. R
"What we don't want to do is lose children's interest in learning too young.

"The system of examining children at a young age needs to be examined to make sure they are Discover The Most ...

not suffering undue stress too early in life." .
Discussed

Swedish student Andrea Malmberg, 18, is currently on an exchange to Lodge Park Technology
College in Corby. Corby woman attacked in her

own home by young intruder
He said: "In Sweden we start school at seven and | think anything before this is way too early.

. . s . Russia strains 'not behind inquiry'
"You need to be a child with no responsibility before you start education, then you are more

ready to learn."
CCTV images released in
connection with shed break-in

PROMOTED STORIES Teenage boy suffers life-

threatening injuries in crash...
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This website and its associated newspaper adheres to the Press Complaints Commission’s Code of Practice. If

you have a complaint about editorial content which relates to inaccuracy or intrusion, then contact the Editor
by clicking here.

4 COMMISSION

If you remain dissatisfied with the response provided then you can contact the PCC byclicking here.

Northamptonshire Telegraph provides news, events and sport features from the Kettering area. For the best
up to date information relating to Kettering and the surrounding areas visit us at Northamptonshire
Telegraph regularly or bookmark this page.
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