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There is nothing inherently wrong with any of these proposals, and indeed they are the sort of
things schools ought to be doing. But the imposition of this sort of thing from above removes
responsibility from teachers and heads. And as these reports make clear, it helps to demoralise
schools.

Schools must be free to innovate. At the moment, they are being used as political
battlegrounds by ministers. It is time for the Government to lay out (briefly) what standards it
expects and the subjects it believes ought to be covered, and then let schools get on with
delivering them.
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