Study calls for more play and talk | UK Latest | Guardian Unlimited

1of2

Sign in - Register

Go to: | Guardian Unlimited home Gol

the polar caps would melt.”

Read today's paper - Jobs

Home

Search: I Go |

(@ Guardian Unlimited () Web

GuardianUnlimited Guardian_nlimited

UK Business Audio Guardian Weekly The Wrap News blog Talk Search
The Guardian World America

Breaking
news

£2.4m benefit scam

pensioner jailed

OFT legal bid on
overdraft charges

Princess 'planned to
marry surgeon'

Hain has case to
answer - watchdog

Bid to salvage
abandoned storm

ship

PM's pro-Euro
message for
sceptics

Four held in hunt for
OAP murderer

Madeleine files to
remain secret

Prostitute murders:
Man in court

House prices down
by 0.8% - report

Last updated: 1:53
PM

From Press Association

Arts  Special reports  Podcasts News guide Help Quiz

Study calls for more play and
talk

Press Association
Friday December 14, 2007 2:08 AM

A competitive atmosphere in class can be bad for children's
education, according to new research published as part of
the biggest review of primary schooling for 40 years.

The Cambridge University study said children should play
and talk together more in lessons despite the traditional
view that chatter can be disruptive.

And teachers should praise pupils for their efforts rather
than reward them for good results, the research said.

Cambridge professors Christine Howe and Neil Mercer
conducted the study for the Primary Review, a major
two-year study into primary education. The academics said
"social interaction and collaborative activity" in class can
provide "valuable opportunities" for learning.

"This challenges the traditional view that talk and social
interaction among children are irrelevant, if not disruptive to
learning,” the report said.

"Generally speaking, tasks should be designed to
encourage co-operation and group cohesion, rather than
competitiveness," the study added.

The report questioned the theory that encouraging pupils to
compete increased their motivation to learn. And it warned:
"Disputational talk, which is highly competitive and full of
disagreements, is not conducive to learning in the particular
context of pupil-led group work."

Instead teachers should encourage "exploratory talk",
which involves children "sharing, challenging and
evaluating their views". "Talk and social interaction among
children play a key role in children's social development
and learning," the study said.

"Research on collaborative learning across the arts,
science and mathematics supports the view that joint
activity among pupils should be an intrinsic and integrated
aspect of classroom life."

But the academics warned that pupils "seldom" have the
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