
pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Search Site

Letters to the Editor Editorials Columnists Blog: Inside Story Cartoons How to submit a letter »

Last updated 08:37 27/07/2011 Tweet 3 Share0

Narrow focus road to education failure
PETER O'CONNOR
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OPINION: Despite decades of educational reform focused on new
national curriculum and assessment methods, our schools
remain in desperate need of transformation.

Thousands of young people choose truancy each day rather than
face the tedium and irrelevance of school.

We still fail essentially the same percentage of pupils we always
have. And they are invariably of Maori or Pacific Island ethnicity or
from poor families or both.

Our school curriculum is narrower and more constrained than 20
years ago; teachers are finding it harder to motivate and engage
their pupils with learning that seems increasingly to centre on
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their pupils with learning that seems increasingly to centre on
testing. A grinding never-ending focus on literacy and numeracy
has pushed hard against other curriculum areas, in particular
against the arts.

We are not the only educational system to buy into the emptiness
of such curricular and assessment practices. The United States
has long followed a policy of endless testing and a narrow and
constrained curriculum.

Britain's schooling is so tied down by the twin horrors of testing and literacy strategies that primary education is
recognised as being in almost terminal crisis.

New Zealand continues to sail along a similar path. We have disregarded the warning signs such as those
contained in the Cambridge Primary Review's final report published in 2009. The report identified that as children
progressed through their primary school years, their progress was "increasingly and needlessly compromised"
by the current British National Curriculum's extreme emphasis on "standards", combined with a narrowly intensive
approach to literacy and numeracy, with frequent testing.

The report noted that the "most conspicuous casualties are the arts, humanities and those kinds of learning in all
subjects which require time for talking, problem-solving and the extended exploration of ideas; memorisation has
come to be valued over understanding and inquiry, and transmission of information over the pursuit of knowledge
in its fuller sense".

The evidence is not yet in on the damage wrought in our schools by a similar approach but everything suggests
that we are experiencing similar outcomes.

So the publication last month of the White House report, Reinvesting in Arts Education: Winning America's Future
Through Creative Schools, by the president's committee on the arts and the humanities was an invaluable
reminder of the central importance of the arts in education.

The report reminds us of how powerful the arts can be for student learning. Decades of research has shown that
the arts can foster innovation, improve student achievement and student engagement. Arts integration models,
the practice of teaching across classroom subjects in tandem with the arts, have been yielding some particularly
promising results in school reform and closing the achievement gap.

Cutting-edge studies in neuroscience have
been further developing our understanding of
how arts strategies support crucial brain
development in learning.

Sumner w idow er a 'shadow  of a man'

Permission to panic, captain Cunlif fe?

Instructor fell to death on Aoraki/Mt Cook

Climber injured in Ruapehu fall

Wreckage removal f inds no driver 

NZ edged by improved Korea in second game 

Big Bang stars 'seeking $1m per episode'

Uruguay to take in Guantanamo detainees

Nina searchers praised

ISP's overly aggressive service goes viral

Old Spice robot fakes human scent 

Top f ive reader comments of the day

Why Katherine Heigl is so unpopular

Fuel-eff icient planes could make f lights cheaper

Consumers feeling confident about economy

Stuff Headlines

Most popular

http://www.stuff.co.nz/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/industries/10278321/Consumers-feeling-confident-about-economy
http://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/news/10277622/Fuel-efficient-planes-could-make-flights-cheaper
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/tv-radio/10278117/Why-Katherine-Heigl-is-so-unpopular
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff-nation/10278271/Top-five-reader-comments-of-the-day
http://www.stuff.co.nz/technology/digital-living/60185958/Old-Spice-robot-fakes-human-scent
http://www.stuff.co.nz/technology/digital-living/60185005/ISPs-overly-aggressive-service-goes-viral
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/south-pacific/10277662/Nina-searchers-praised
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/americas/10279093/Uruguay-to-take-in-Guantanamo-detainees
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/tv-radio/10279142/Big-Bang-stars-seeking-1m-per-episode
http://www.stuff.co.nz/sport/basketball/10280375/NZ-edged-by-improved-Korea-in-second-game
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/10276593/Wreckage-removal-finds-no-driver
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/10279200/Climber-injured-in-Ruapehu-fall
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/10275362/Instructor-fell-to-death-on-Aoraki-Mt-Cook
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/opinion/10279092/Permission-to-panic-captain-Cunliffe
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/10278534/Sumner-widower-a-shadow-of-a-man
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BNoxRQdXHU8O8F7HX0AHUwoHQDAAAAAAQASAAOABQn4LwmQJYncXcG2DJ1vCKtKTYD4IBCWNhLWdvb2dsZbIBFmZ3LmFkc2FmZXByb3RlY3RlZC5jb23IAQmoAwHgBAKaBRkIzoEvELG57jMYh5PAhgEgncXcGyjd3YwB2gUCCAGgBj_gBs3-jAE&num=0&sig=AOD64_1DYn17XzwhaAzNTEI6DAMyPQgbRw&client=&adurl=http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/wtzPN0OgiSt-TgkA3gUBAA/url/https%253A%252F%252Fd.agkn.com%252Fpixel%252F4182%252F%253Fche%253D3137214825999883458%2526col%253D953589428%252C12%252C1376372479%252C1376372477%252C1376908313%252C3137214825999883458%2526l1%253Dhttp://d.agkn.com/pixel/2389/%253Fche%253D1767499529%2526col%253D8123185,770254,108764337,282069383,58139293%2526l0%253Dhttp://www8.hp.com/us/en/ads/elite-products/elitebook-1040.html%253Fjumpid%253Dba_wxkftnpyzb/dm:_N5823.Turn_108764337_282069383_58139293_2309965
http://www.stuff.co.nz/about-stuff/advertising-feedback/?pos=STORYBODY&adsize=300x250&area=s.stuff
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BlF8WQdXHU9P-EvLf0AHp6oDwBQAAAAAQASAAOABQn4LwmQJYncXcG2DJ1vCKtKTYD4IBCWNhLWdvb2dsZbIBFmZ3LmFkc2FmZXByb3RlY3RlZC5jb23IAQmoAwHgBAKaBRkIzoEvELG57jMYh5PAhgEgncXcGyjd3YwB2gUCCAGgBj_gBs3-jAE&num=0&sig=AOD64_3T59Ud0MG1PumUhtvGi5zxjIcI6w&client=&adurl=http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/Eiax6vDs22w_TgkA3gUBAA/url/https%253A%252F%252Fd.agkn.com%252Fpixel%252F4182%252F%253Fche%253D7844123695469635090%2526col%253D953589428%252C12%252C1376372479%252C1376372477%252C1376908313%252C7844123695469635090%2526l1%253Dhttp://d.agkn.com/pixel/2389/%253Fche%253D3912945408%2526col%253D8123185,770254,108764337,282069383,58139293%2526l0%253Dhttp://www8.hp.com/us/en/ads/elite-products/elitebook-1040.html%253Fjumpid%253Dba_wxkftnpyzb/dm:_N5823.Turn_108764337_282069383_58139293_2309965
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/10257632/Inside-the-mind-of-a-stalker-The-erotomaniac-and-I
http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/comment/10263466/Editorial-Thirty-years-after-the-revolution
http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/comment/10263463/Forget-the-slogans-focus-on-whats-best-for-the-children
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stuff.co.nz%2fdominion-post%2fcomment%2f5344930%2fNarrow-focus-road-to-education-failure&id=ma-140717095307-3afd585d
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Tweet Save | Saved Stories

Dominion Post Homepage

Ads by Google
Ensure Email Continuity w w w .gfi.com
Sign Up Now ! - Free 30 Day Trial. Try GFI MailEssentials Online™

Nursing School Online w w w .chamberlain.edu
Earn Your RN To BSN in 3 Semesters. Online, Affordable & User Friendly!

Grants For Single Moms online-school.classesandcareers.com

The White House report envisions schools in
cities and towns all over the US that are alive
with the energy of creative thinking and fresh
ideas, full of art, music and movement.

It also acknowledges that all the research
points to successful schools as being places
that are "arts-rich", in which pupils who may
have fallen by the wayside find themselves re-
engaged in learning when their enthusiasm for
film, design, theatre and dance is tapped into
by their teachers.

This is a vision of education far richer than our tired repetition of testing, national standards and a narrow focus on
literacy and numeracy. The choice for New Zealand is stark. We can continue with what we know fails or we can
embrace the possibilities of an education system that is truly transformed by the power of the arts.

The research is unequivocal about what the arts can achieve in education; whether there is the political will and
bravery to adopt a new way of thinking about education, as US President Barack Obama has done, is another
question.

Associate Professor Peter O'Connor is the director of the Critical Research Unit at the Faculty of Education,
Auckland University. His latest work includes using the arts in schools in the eastern suburbs of Christchurch.

- The Dominion Post
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