Daily Express | UK News :: Later school start plans rejected http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/134330/Early-years-teaching-ref...

Wl Other rates available for balances from £1 ._){x,
- —— 30 days’ notice or penalty equivalent to 30 days’ loss 2
| ' of interest on amount withdrawn for withdrawals c
: SWILBING RBCIETY

Interest paid annually
Find out more >

L EXPRESS

CRUSADING FOR A FAIRER ERITAIN

Our Paper Weather Horoscope A ; ~cC
IyEXPRESS

Front and Back 12°C
Pages,

E-Edition and

Back Issues...

i

Your PROFILE

Your COMMENTS
Your SPACE

SIGNIN /UP
@ This Site Google | sEARCH |

London

DAILY

Thursday 22nd October 2009 mMake us your HOME PAGE What is RSS? SEARCH:

10f3 22/10/2009 23:14



Daily Express | UK News

I Quickly Find...

Home | Front Page
MyEXPRESS
Have Your Say
News / Showbiz

- UK News

- World News

- Showbiz

- Odd News

Scottish

Sport

Pictures m
Video m
Features
Horoscope
Our Comment
The Crusader
Entertainment
TV Guide
Money
Motoring
Travel

Careers

Fun / Competitions
Cartoon

Blogs
Forgotten Verse
Have a Story?
Contact Us
Polls
Retirement
Property

Our Paper

Dating

Vouchers

Express Mortgages
Express Loans
Bingo

Lose Weight
Franchising
Shopping

Book Shop
Compare Broadband
Wine Shop

Legal Store
FlatShare

Cruises

Columnists

Richard and
Judy

Read the latest
column now

Frederick
Forsyth

Read the latest
column now

Ann
Widdecombe
Read the latest
column now

Leo McKinstry
Read the latest
column now

Jennifer Selway
Read the latest
column now

Patrick O'Flynn
Read the latest
column now

David Robson
Read the latest
column now

Julia Hartley-
Brewer

Read the latest
column now

:: Later school start plans rejected

HOME > NEWS / SHOWBI Z > UK NEWS > Later school start plans rejected

UK NEWS

http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/134330/Early-years-teaching-ref...

LATER SCHOOL START PLANS REJECTED

Friday October 16,2009

Schools Minister Vernon Coaker has
rejected proposals for children to
begin formal education at the age of
six.

The proposed change was included in the
Cambridge Primary Review.

The authors of the report, the most
comprehensive  review of  primary
education in England for 40 years, found
children respond better to play-based
learning at a young age and said there
was no evidence to suggest it would hold them back in later life.

Formal school learning should begin at the age of six,
according to a new review

But Mr Coaker told GMTV: "For many of those children coming into school, it is of crucial
importance they are in that formal but appropriate type learning environment so they can gather the
skills and get the skills they need as they go through life.

"Leaving it to six would leave many of our children, particularly those in disadvantaged areas, it
would mean they would start a long way behind others."

He added that many of the review's findings were included in an earlier Government-backed review
and had already been acted on.

He said: "We're already reducing the emphasis on the SATs test, which is another point they make.

"But as | say, for the reception children coming into school, for the four-year-olds, it is a play-based
curriculum, then moving into year one and obviously there is an emphasis on reading and writing."

Chairman of the review Dame Gillian Pugh said introducing children to too formal a curriculum
before they are ready for it can damage their development. She said: "If they are already failing by
the age of four-and-a-half or five, it's going to be quite difficult to get them back into the system
again."

Rather than delaying the school starting age, the way children are taught until the age of six should
be reformed, the report said.
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