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Schools should look to alternative
scene
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Primary schools should emulate "alternative" schools that have a greater emphasis on reading and
creativity rather than working on computers, according to University of Glasgow researchers who looked at
the Steiner and Reggio approaches and home-schooling systems.

. . , _ Related articles
Previous research has found that children taught at home do better than their counterparts in the state .

system, with the gap widening as they go through school. This was true for children from lower-income
families as well as those from reasonably prosperous backgrounds.

Starting young has little impact

on results
Professor James Conroy, Moira Hulme and Professor lan Menter, the report's authors, said that one reason
for this might be that home-schooled children watched less television, used computers less and read more.
They said: "It is at least clear that having only moderate access to technologies is unlikely to be injurious » Global hunger, the prevalence of porn, the
to a child's educational attainment. Arguably, the reverse is the case, so it may be that the imagined TES podcast, to cut or not to cut, Gove's
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This note of caution is in contrast to the Government's announcement that all families need broadband
internet access at home to help with school work. Jim Knight, schools minister, has pledged £30 million
over the next three years to help move towards this goal.

The report said that the academic success of alternative schools was not simply explained by economic
advantage. Instead, they share the following characteristics: spending less time using computers and
television and more time reading; greater emphasis on imagination; and closer relationships between pupils
and their teachers.

Steve Hurd, of the Open University, found in 2006 that spending on books was linked to a small rise in test
scores, while spending the same amount on technology had half the effect.

The Primary Review report also identified two broad changes taking place in primary education: a stronger
focus on skills as opposed to content, and a renewed interest in helping children manage emotions.

The authors also warned against the current fashion for empowering pupils and boosting their self-
confidence to improve performance, saying that therapeutic approaches to tackle self-esteem issues were
little more than "snake-oil remedies".

Sir Jim Rose, former director of inspection at Ofsted, has recently been appointed by Ed Balls, Children,
Schools and Families secretary, to carry out a review of the primary curriculum. It is due to report next
March. The review will look at issues such as the transition between reception and Year 1 and primary and
secondary. It will not consider assessment.

Climb the career ladder with TES

SUBSCRIBE TO TES MAGAZINE - WEEKLY ADVICE AND
GUIDANCE TO HELP YOU IN THE JOB YOU LOVE

Rate this story

Add your comment

as yet unrated

open 191 01 10) /== BEIRIORVEIEI0]gN  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

~ -

¢ More Articles

Related resources

p Teachers TV: Happiest Days ?

p BTEC Unit 10 - Caring for children & YP P5 M3
D2

¢ More Resources

Join TES for free

Four great reasons to join
today...

1. Be part of the largest netw ork of teachers in the
w orld — over 2m members

2. Dow nload over 600,000 free teaching resources
3. Get a personalized email of the most relevant
resources for you delivered to your inbox.

4. Find out first about the latest jobs in education

p It's free to join us on TES and it only takes 30
seconds (w e've timed it!)

pdfcrowd.com


https://account.tes.co.uk/Register?utm_source=tes&utm_medium=mpu&utm_term=join-us&utm_content=bee-advert&utm_campaign=join-us
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6425118
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6049143
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6105265
http://www.tes.co.uk/publications.aspx
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6004743
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6105265
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000244&navCode=370&utm_source=tes&utm_medium=article_footer&utm_campaign=subscribe
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tes.co.uk%2farticle.aspx%3fstorycode%3d2577258&id=ma-140723055414-657a2716
http://pdfcrowd.com

» ecial educational
les oo

)
L hide
tas ( " Il Il( ( l home | subscribe | advertise | contact | t&cs | privacy | cookies | site map | link to us | tes on twitter

TES Editorial © 2014 TSL Education Ltd. All pages of the Website are subject to our terms and conditions and privacy policy. Y ou must not reproduce, duplicate, copy, sell, resell or exploit
any material on the Website for any commercial purposes. TSL Education Ltd, registered in England (No 02017289) at 26 Red Lion Square, London WC1R 4HQ

0)0l=n 1at 010 ii=) f MEIRIORVETE(61aN  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com



http://www.twitter.com/#!/tesresources
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6082387
http://www.tes.co.uk/sitemap.aspx?navCode=12
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6229959
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000267&navCode=423
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000125&navCode=287
http://www.tes.co.uk/_contacts.aspx?navcode=274
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000015&navcode=102
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000244&navCode=370&utm_source=tes&utm_medium=footer_link&utm_campaign=subscribe
http://www.tes.co.uk/
http://www.tes.co.uk/home.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpA2CRobPU6mwA7DV0AGq84HAAcqN9soGAAAQASAAUJmxx5z7_____wFgyQaCARdjYS1wdWItMDczODkzMDg1ODIxNjk5McgBA6kCbio7DhamvD7gAgCoAwHIA50EqgSSAU_QtFhSBM8evSoBjILmbQ6ZWFywSd3-qPstzeTZGLsiIjGMLJ_RnKK2mzRruarx-mZqAWC1dE6VGvdGzLQMAOvsQHdfeVIAWNMujLMv5uU_7FALNY_ZdYAuR_2SgfQ4opVpGVHaZlNkHiLuv_lEKjQVVYCSQEGf2MNqzssj_No58nJRhLJkB1jfrPsOUoJBo_Yv4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_0ZoH30DsHygkksFQsKp8-ZC41W-Q&client=ca-pub-0738930858216991&adurl=http://www.tessenshow.co.uk
https://account.tes.co.uk/LogOn?rtn=http://www.tes.co.uk/article%2Easpx%3Fstorycode%3D2577258
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tes.co.uk%2farticle.aspx%3fstorycode%3d2577258&id=ma-140723055414-657a2716
http://pdfcrowd.com

