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Chinese pupils eclipse all other ethnic groups in
English tests
Chinese pupils are best-performing ethnic group with 86% passing
national curriculum tests
Schoolchildren of Indian origin come second with 85% achieving the Advanced Search Artic le archive Topics

Search The Independent  Go

NEWS IMAGES PEOPLE VOICES SPORT TECH LIFE PROPERTY ARTS + ENTS TRAVEL MONEY INDYBEST STUDENT OFFERS

UK World Business People Science Environment Media Technology Education Images Obituaries Diary Corrections Newsletter Appeals

http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/campaigns/elephant-campaign/
http://www.independent.co.uk/incoming/sign-up-for-our-free-indy-newsletters-9233464.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/corrections/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/diary/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/pictures/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/competitions
http://www.independent.co.uk/student/
http://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/
http://www.independent.co.uk/money/
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/
http://www.independent.co.uk/property/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/
http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/pictures/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/
http://i100.independent.co.uk/?utm_source=indy&utm_medium=rad&utm_campaign=i100
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/marketing/apps/?icn=ipad-top-side
http://www.independent.co.uk/topics/
http://www.independent.co.uk/article-archive/
http://www.independent.co.uk/advancedsearch/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/
http://www.independentoffers.co.uk/
http://dating.independent.co.uk/
http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/ebooks/
http://www.independent.co.uk/marketing/apps/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fchinese-pupils-eclipse-all-other-ethnic-groups-in-english-tests-436560.html&id=ma-140722091626-8ae4ec35
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

PRINT A A A

Wire Money to the UK
Send up to $2,999 for just

$4.99 Locked-In

Exchange Rate. Send

Now!

www.xoom.com/unitedkingdo
m

AncestryDNA ™ Test
Discov er Your Ethnicity

w/ Just One Test From

The Comfort of Home.

ancestry.com/DNA

Nursing School Online
Earn Your RN To BSN in

3  Semesters. Online,

Affordable & User

Friendly !

www.chamberlain.edu

Ads by Google

Children of Chinese origin have outperformed every other British

group in English by the age of 11, according to an ethnic breakdown

of exam and test results published yesterday.

They have the best results of all ethnic

groups in national curriculum tests at 11

with 86 per cent reaching the required

standard - compared with 80 per cent of

white British children. And these figures

include recent Chinese immigrants who do

not have English as a first language.

Their success is carried through to GCSE

level where 65.8 per cent of Chinese-origin

pupils obtain five A*- to C-grade passes

including maths and English - under the

Department for Education and Skills' new

measure used to rank schools. Pupils of

Indian origin also outperform the white

British with a 59.1 per cent pass rate,

compared to 44.3 per cent for white

British pupils.

same standard
But only 80% of white British pupils manage to reach a similar level
in the assessment

BY RICHARD GARNER , EDUCATION EDITOR
  

Friday 16 February 2007

Shares: 4

MH17 crash: What
you need to know
about Russian
claims

One is 1: The
defining moments
of 'young

i100

PEOPLE

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/prince-george-first-birthday-defining-moments-of-the-young-winston-churchills-international-career-so-far-9619743.html
http://i100.independent.co.uk/article/mh17-plane-crash-latest-what-you-need-to-know-about-russian-claims--eyqrpSI3Zl
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BRW-0J2TOU8HHF7LO0AHk44DwCgAAAAAQASAAOABQzJa7nAFY063wG2DJBoIBCWNhLWdvb2dsZcgBCagDAeAEApoFGQjd7FkQ4-aRNBjXv-OGASDTrfAbKOTi1gHaBQIIAaAGP-AG5OLWAQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_0vAD7WpocrJ2aaN8sgCRxueCWbUw&client=&adurl=http://a.tribalfusion.com/h.click/a4mRoPpr3E0sbXYVr10cvOnaJQ3bvRTFfGVAM5PqbXSV3oSHZbr1t7sW6rw3cYUYbUJUAXo2Pn8PmBH2WZbt0HQZanWEn3PB14GjbVcQ6VsMePPUyWWM3TFnY5b6tVT3vVqQbQaJZaQVBKQU6pRdUkUVrT4r6smWeOXEeu4dnZaSGJZd563ZcmtiyTH790U77YUBj1TuOPbJsl0Zcpea/http://www.homedepot.com/p/Philips-SlimStyle-60W-Equivalent-Soft-White-2700K-A19-Dimmable-LED-Light-Bulb-E-433755/204730356%3Fkeyword%3D1000027377%26cm_mmc%3Dola%7Ccarat%7C8158103%7C109343587%7C282648535%7C58463955
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?destinationSectionUniqueName=search&publicationName=ind&pageLength=5&startDay=1&startMonth=1&startYear=2010&useSectionFilter=true&useHideArticle=true&searchString=byline_text:(%22%20Education%20Editor%22)&displaySearchString=%20Education%20Editor
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?destinationSectionUniqueName=search&publicationName=ind&pageLength=5&startDay=1&startMonth=1&startYear=2010&useSectionFilter=true&useHideArticle=true&searchString=byline_text:(%22By%20Richard%20Garner%22)&displaySearchString=By%20Richard%20Garner
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/chinese-pupils-eclipse-all-other-ethnic-groups-in-english-tests-436560.html%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5964551156905038%26ai0%3DCcPzAImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA5O_lJYFq4bv0C_x5LHRKRABIN3qsRQoA1C78-IiYMkGoAHjw63uA8gBAagDAaoE1QFP0Dy5ygq4ReYTH4MxqlQSJ3QYQH9KsUeMhF_TNEojqvGuuzqOIZ-nTuJ33-KusCNRAV6_uyvnYpDcVJgraceD8znYfKRqV2nHN-7RgvmnbCSl5YyEMF_7Cmk41r2llhwLA7f89oNa5umlpPVxt20RIocHhQDLn0XSjW_5Zj2BDeWQlr4tlSDQXachk6Alz5VzhHxdFEvadHivKjTyDQ8Q4Scc_r7Ka68KYzNCZ_iWFfW3k-0CDGhcRJpXZal1fh3Xlnt28sL0umMXA0LrTzUjBJ38dxqAB4W80hE%26ai1%3DCAbG2ImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA6jzw5oIkLv61L0B1Zuz4AUQAiDd6rEUKANQtLueoAdgyQagAcjXkL0DyAEBqAMBqgTSAU_QHKfVCrtF5hMfgzGqVBIndBhAf0qxR4yEX9M0SiOq8a67Oo4hn6dO4nff4q6wI1EBXr-7K-dikNxUmCtpx4PzOdh8pGpXacc37tGC-adsJKXljIQwX_sKaTjWvaWWHAsDt_z2g1rm6aWk9XG3bREihweFAMufRdKNb_lmPYEN5ZCWvi2VINBdpyGToCXPlXOEfF0US9p0eK8qNPINDxDhJxz-vsprrwpjMwJn-J4VHNwdahjWf6lHnqJmjYF9PSOVf5PQxRGYRuJmZAsvhVPsaoAHoKjvQg%26ai2%3DCveviImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA5qavZwHgoyH0JYB8MSN7YYBEAMg3eqxFCgDUIH75Z4FYMkGoAGm7pXXA8gBAagDAaoE1QFP0GyC0Qq6ReYTH4MxqlQSJ3QYQH9KsUeMhF_TNEojqvGuuzqOIZ-nTuJ33-KusCNRAV6_uyvnYpDcVJgraceD8znYfKRqV2nHN-7RgvmnbCSl5YyEMF_7Cmk41r2llhwLA7f89oNa5umlpPVxt20RIocHhQDLn0XSjW_5Zj2BDeWQlr4tlSDQXachk6Alz5VzhHxdFEvadHivKjTyDQ8Q4Scc_r7Ka68KYzM6ZPiWFf23k5RpTjVcRJpXZal1fh3Xlnt28sL0umMXA0LrTzUjBLrveyGAB8KR6ig&usg=AFQjCNGWNNRhSOfahOnp2PcMInKssF_deg
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CveviImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA5qavZwHgoyH0JYB8MSN7YYBEAMg3eqxFCgDUIH75Z4FYMkGoAGm7pXXA8gBAagDAaoE1QFP0GyC0Qq6ReYTH4MxqlQSJ3QYQH9KsUeMhF_TNEojqvGuuzqOIZ-nTuJ33-KusCNRAV6_uyvnYpDcVJgraceD8znYfKRqV2nHN-7RgvmnbCSl5YyEMF_7Cmk41r2llhwLA7f89oNa5umlpPVxt20RIocHhQDLn0XSjW_5Zj2BDeWQlr4tlSDQXachk6Alz5VzhHxdFEvadHivKjTyDQ8Q4Scc_r7Ka68KYzM6ZPiWFf23k5RpTjVcRJpXZal1fh3Xlnt28sL0umMXA0LrTzUjBLrveyGAB8KR6ig&num=3&sig=AOD64_3MpLS2wu5VVfao8aocuNo05ERvfg&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://537.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D253%26camp%3D39716%26affcode%3Dcr1858807%26cid%3D40355393986%7C1262551%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26kdv%3Dc%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Finfo.chamberlain.edu%252Fgoogle_rnbsn_kct%253FVendor_cd%253D203072%2526KWID%253D40355390746%2526campaign_id%253D263585146
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CveviImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA5qavZwHgoyH0JYB8MSN7YYBEAMg3eqxFCgDUIH75Z4FYMkGoAGm7pXXA8gBAagDAaoE1QFP0GyC0Qq6ReYTH4MxqlQSJ3QYQH9KsUeMhF_TNEojqvGuuzqOIZ-nTuJ33-KusCNRAV6_uyvnYpDcVJgraceD8znYfKRqV2nHN-7RgvmnbCSl5YyEMF_7Cmk41r2llhwLA7f89oNa5umlpPVxt20RIocHhQDLn0XSjW_5Zj2BDeWQlr4tlSDQXachk6Alz5VzhHxdFEvadHivKjTyDQ8Q4Scc_r7Ka68KYzM6ZPiWFf23k5RpTjVcRJpXZal1fh3Xlnt28sL0umMXA0LrTzUjBLrveyGAB8KR6ig&num=3&sig=AOD64_3MpLS2wu5VVfao8aocuNo05ERvfg&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://537.xg4ken.com/media/redir.php%3Fprof%3D253%26camp%3D39716%26affcode%3Dcr1858807%26cid%3D40355393986%7C1262551%7C%26mType%3D%26networkType%3Dcontent%26kdv%3Dc%26url%5B%5D%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Finfo.chamberlain.edu%252Fgoogle_rnbsn_kct%253FVendor_cd%253D203072%2526KWID%253D40355390746%2526campaign_id%253D263585146
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CAbG2ImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA6jzw5oIkLv61L0B1Zuz4AUQAiDd6rEUKANQtLueoAdgyQagAcjXkL0DyAEBqAMBqgTSAU_QHKfVCrtF5hMfgzGqVBIndBhAf0qxR4yEX9M0SiOq8a67Oo4hn6dO4nff4q6wI1EBXr-7K-dikNxUmCtpx4PzOdh8pGpXacc37tGC-adsJKXljIQwX_sKaTjWvaWWHAsDt_z2g1rm6aWk9XG3bREihweFAMufRdKNb_lmPYEN5ZCWvi2VINBdpyGToCXPlXOEfF0US9p0eK8qNPINDxDhJxz-vsprrwpjMwJn-J4VHNwdahjWf6lHnqJmjYF9PSOVf5PQxRGYRuJmZAsvhVPsaoAHoKjvQg&num=2&sig=AOD64_1vzzhcXjbel_kEq-m_Hmy0tEsCLQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://tracker.marinsm.com/rd%3Fcid%3D93095py25419%26mkwid%3Dcb7R2yjho_dc%26pcrid%3D50866954168%26pkw%3D%26pmt%3D%26lp%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.ancestry.com%252Fs55307%252Ft25400%252Frd.ashx%253Fs_kwcid%253D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CAbG2ImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA6jzw5oIkLv61L0B1Zuz4AUQAiDd6rEUKANQtLueoAdgyQagAcjXkL0DyAEBqAMBqgTSAU_QHKfVCrtF5hMfgzGqVBIndBhAf0qxR4yEX9M0SiOq8a67Oo4hn6dO4nff4q6wI1EBXr-7K-dikNxUmCtpx4PzOdh8pGpXacc37tGC-adsJKXljIQwX_sKaTjWvaWWHAsDt_z2g1rm6aWk9XG3bREihweFAMufRdKNb_lmPYEN5ZCWvi2VINBdpyGToCXPlXOEfF0US9p0eK8qNPINDxDhJxz-vsprrwpjMwJn-J4VHNwdahjWf6lHnqJmjYF9PSOVf5PQxRGYRuJmZAsvhVPsaoAHoKjvQg&num=2&sig=AOD64_1vzzhcXjbel_kEq-m_Hmy0tEsCLQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://tracker.marinsm.com/rd%3Fcid%3D93095py25419%26mkwid%3Dcb7R2yjho_dc%26pcrid%3D50866954168%26pkw%3D%26pmt%3D%26lp%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.ancestry.com%252Fs55307%252Ft25400%252Frd.ashx%253Fs_kwcid%253D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CcPzAImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA5O_lJYFq4bv0C_x5LHRKRABIN3qsRQoA1C78-IiYMkGoAHjw63uA8gBAagDAaoE1QFP0Dy5ygq4ReYTH4MxqlQSJ3QYQH9KsUeMhF_TNEojqvGuuzqOIZ-nTuJ33-KusCNRAV6_uyvnYpDcVJgraceD8znYfKRqV2nHN-7RgvmnbCSl5YyEMF_7Cmk41r2llhwLA7f89oNa5umlpPVxt20RIocHhQDLn0XSjW_5Zj2BDeWQlr4tlSDQXachk6Alz5VzhHxdFEvadHivKjTyDQ8Q4Scc_r7Ka68KYzNCZ_iWFfW3k-0CDGhcRJpXZal1fh3Xlnt28sL0umMXA0LrTzUjBJ38dxqAB4W80hE&num=1&sig=AOD64_1hQVgw2M5sqeE2cGRLvc5cSGbMWQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.xoom.com/united-kingdom%3F_rt%3Dbac-uk-google-textad-dw-managed-text-en%26cid%3Dba_goog_dsk_uk_edwc_pd_txta__gdwm_txta__ad_acq__us_%26languageCode%3Den
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CcPzAImTOU_ewMrT27AbYhoGwA5O_lJYFq4bv0C_x5LHRKRABIN3qsRQoA1C78-IiYMkGoAHjw63uA8gBAagDAaoE1QFP0Dy5ygq4ReYTH4MxqlQSJ3QYQH9KsUeMhF_TNEojqvGuuzqOIZ-nTuJ33-KusCNRAV6_uyvnYpDcVJgraceD8znYfKRqV2nHN-7RgvmnbCSl5YyEMF_7Cmk41r2llhwLA7f89oNa5umlpPVxt20RIocHhQDLn0XSjW_5Zj2BDeWQlr4tlSDQXachk6Alz5VzhHxdFEvadHivKjTyDQ8Q4Scc_r7Ka68KYzNCZ_iWFfW3k-0CDGhcRJpXZal1fh3Xlnt28sL0umMXA0LrTzUjBJ38dxqAB4W80hE&num=1&sig=AOD64_1hQVgw2M5sqeE2cGRLvc5cSGbMWQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=https://www.xoom.com/united-kingdom%3F_rt%3Dbac-uk-google-textad-dw-managed-text-en%26cid%3Dba_goog_dsk_uk_edwc_pd_txta__gdwm_txta__ad_acq__us_%26languageCode%3Den
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.independent.co.uk%2fnews%2feducation%2feducation-news%2fchinese-pupils-eclipse-all-other-ethnic-groups-in-english-tests-436560.html&id=ma-140722091626-8ae4ec35
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

The figures are revealed in an analysis of last year's GCSE and

national curriculum test results for pupils aged seven, 11 and 14.

More than 1,000 Chinese-origin pupils sat the English national

curriculum test for 11-year-olds last year - while 2,200 sat their

GCSEs. Experts say the culture at home for families of Chinese and

Indian origin families puts more emphasis on the importance of

education.

The figures come amid a wave of angst over British children,

prompted by a Unicef report which claimed that the quality of life for

children in Britain was poor. Family relationships were cited as one

of the main factors blighting childhood.

Parents in families of Chinese origin stress the value of homework -

and many children attend special Saturday schools to improve their

performance.

In A-levels, too, Chinese-origin pupils shine. A recent study by the

Royal Society of Chemistry and Institute of Physics revealed that

Chinese males were four times as likely (and Indian males three

times) to achieve three or more science A-levels. The figures are

similar for girls. "Indian and Chinese students show a strong

preference for science at A-level compared to other ethnic groups,"

said the report.

As a result, they are the most likely ethnic groups to choose to study

science subjects in higher education.

"Chinese pupils of mixed white and Asian heritage, Irish and Indian

pupils consistently achieve above the national average across key

stage one [seven to 11-year-olds], key stage two [11 to 14-year-olds]
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and key stage three [14 to 16-year-olds]," the analysis concludes.

Yesterday's analysis also shows that girls outperform boys at all

levels in almost every exam - although the gap has narrowed

slightly. "Overall, the difference in attainment of five or more A*- to

C-grade GCSEs or equivalent by gender has dropped slightly from

last year when it was 10.1 percentage points to 9.6 percentage points

in 2006," it says.

But the biggest gender gap is between black Afro-Caribbean boys and

girls - sparking concerns about the performance of black boys in

schools. Fewer than one in four Afro-Caribbean boys (22.7 per cent)

achieve five top-grade GCSE passes compared with 36 per cent of

boys overall.

The breakdown follows an official report from the DfES, which drew

attention to the exclusion rate for black Afro-Caribbean children -

they were three times as likely to be excluded from school as white

youngsters. Their rate of permanent exclusions was four per 10,000

compared with 1.3 for white pupils. Again, Chinese-origin pupils had

the lowest exclusion rate, with 0.2 per cent. The report said: "Black

pupils are disproportionately denied mainstream education and the

life chances that go with it."

The low performance of black Afro-Caribbean boys has prompted

ministers to launch their "Aiming High" project, seeking to improve

their performance by providing them with mentors.

The first independent analysis of the programme indicated that they

had started to close the gap on their white classmates by doing better

than ever in tests for 14-year-olds - traditionally a marker for how

well they will perform at GCSE. However, at that stage, they had still
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failed to narrow the gap at GCSE.

Andrew Adonis, the Schools minister, welcomed the findings. "Big

improvements are being made," he said. But he acknowledged that

there were "challenges ahead" for exclusion rates "and the

stereotyping of black children as underachieving, troublesome or

both". The scheme operates in 100 secondary schools across 25 local

authorities.

The worst performance by an ethnic group came from Gypsy/Roma

pupils, where only 3.9 per cent obtained five top-grade GCSE passes

with maths and English, and travellers of Irish heritage, where the

figure was 11.1 per cent.

The analysis also showed that children from better-off homes

outperformed those pupils who received free school meals: 61 per

cent of those youngsters not in receipt of free school meals obtained

five A*- to C-grade GCSE passes compared with 33 per cent of those

from deprived backgrounds.

Ministers insist that poverty should be no excuse for poor

performance - and point to the success of some inner-city schools

serving deprived communities.

From Beijing to Oxford via Brent

Yinan Wang is an example of the Chinese success story - winning a

place to read material sciences at Corpus Christi College at Oxford

aged just 14.

He won his place just two years after arriving in the UK, barely able

to speak a word of English. He went to one of the UK's largest

comprehensives, Copland Community College in Brent, north-west
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London, where he was given English classes.

He was singled out as a specially talented pupil and soon became

fluent in English. Y inan also completed an Open University degree in

maths while at school.

In his A-levels he obtained As in maths, physics and chemistry.

Before attending his comprehensive, he was a pupil at the Number

Eight middle school in Beijing which, according to his former teacher

Andrew Jones - head of chemistry at Copland - is "a mixture of the

Chinese Eton and a top French lycée".
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