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Help for special needs children 
'matter of class, race and 
gender' 
 
 
Polly Curtis, education editor 
Friday December 14, 2007 
The Guardian  
 
A child's chances of receiving extra help for a special 
educational need is dictated by geography, class, race and 
gender, rather than the nature of the learning difficulty, 
according to research.

Middle class children receive quicker and better support and 
powerful lobby groups representing particular disorders, such 
as dyslexia and autism, dominate funding. The system of 
"statementing" children and allocating resources allows for 
wide variations in the help children are given across the 
country. 

Last night, opposition MPs demanded an overhaul of services 
in light of the research and teachers said that new figures on 
prevalence of special educational need (SEN) demonstrated 
the pressures they are under in the classroom. 

The research, by Harry Daniels and Jill Porter of the University 
of Bath, will feed into Cambridge University's review of primary 
education, the biggest independent examination of the sector 
in 40 years. 

"There is a pervasive gender bias, with not only higher 
incidence amongst boys than girls, but earlier recognition of 
boys' difficulties. Children from certain ethnic minority groups 
are more likely to be identified as having social emotional 
behavioural disorders than others," the report says. "Children 
with dyslexia and autism have powerful lobby groups and are 
over-represented within the system...children from more 
affluent backgrounds receive more help and for less significant 
levels of difficulty, than those from poorer homes." 

Chris Keates, the general secretary of the National Association 
of Schoolmasters Union of Women Teachers, said: "It's time 
for the hit and miss approach to SEN to be abandoned. 
Youngsters' access to support should not be dependent on 
postcode. A national framework for special educational needs, 
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with guaranteed minimum standards of provision and support, 
is long overdue." 

David Laws, the Liberal Democrat children's spokesman, said: 
" A fundamental overhaul of special needs provision is urgently 
needed." 

A spokesman for the Department for Children, Schools and 
Families said: "It is essential that we focus on improving 
outcomes for children with special educational needs and 
disabilities if we are to achieve our goals for a world-class 
system. The children's plan underlined our commitment, with 
over £100m earmarked for children with special educational 
needs and disabilities. 

"We will also be carrying out a review of special educational 
needs and disability in the context of personalised learning. It 
would be against the law for the school to discriminate against 
them because of behaviour related to their disability." 
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